














ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER, 


UNDER THE SANCTION OP 


THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

















Vol. 14. No. 5.—New Series] MAY 1, 1866. { Prige Fourpeney Seamvet 
CONTENTS, 

Our Jamaica Special Correspondence ...... 115 | The Slave-Trade Papers ..........cseceees .-- 128 
Parliamentary Record .........s.sseeeseseeees 120 | The Civil Rights Bill .................cceeeee 129 
The Freedmen’s Column .............s00000++ 120 | The Text of the Civil Rights Bill ......... 130 
The Rev. Dr. King and the late G. W. President Johnson’s Peace Proclamation... 132 

OMI sin ooscsernnqucethenngsennensesusieiens 123 | Freedmen’s-Aid Movement .............0.+++ 133 
William Lloyd Garrison on Himself ...... 125 | The New Governor of Jamaica............+ . 134 
The Vetoed Freedmen’s Bureau Bill ...... 126 | The Freedmen in Kentucky ...........0+0 134 
The late Dr. Hodgkin .........:..scseseeceees 126 | Anti-Slavery Meeting at Sierra Leone 136 
The Jamaica Indemnity Bill ............... 126 ! Donations and Subscriptions ............... 136 








OUR JAMAICA SPECIAL COR- 
RESPONDENCE. 


Tue Royal West-India Mail Company’s 
steamer Shannon, brings us intelligence 
from Jamaica to the 8th of April. Mr. 
Russell Gurney, Q.C., M.P., and Mr. 
J. B. Maule, Q.C., two of the Royal Com- 
missioners, have returned to England, 
leaving the Secretary to the Commission 
and Sir Henry Storks still in the island. 

The evidence taken before the Commis- 
sion proves to be very voluminous, and 
will Ail, it is said, a Blue Book of two 
thousand pages. It is admitted on all 
hands that the Commissioners have worked 
most assiduously, and that on the whole 
their proceedings have been conducted 
with impartiality. We ought to state, 
also, that Sir Henry Storks seems to have 
studied to secure this impartiality, by ab- 
staining from the employment of persons 
who might be presumed for any reasons to 
have a bias. Thus he had already antici- 
pated the protest of the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
to the employment of Mr. Lynch as solici- 
tor to the Royal Commission—on the plea 
that Mr. Lynch was Provost-Marshal Ram- 
say’s brother-in-law—by removing him 
from the service of the Commission as soon 
as jhe ascertained that he was related to 
that notorious official. It turns out that 
it was his brother who married one of Gor- 
don Ramsay’s sisters, so that his connec- 
tion with the family is more remote than 
was at first supposed. He bears the cha- 
racter of being a very able and upright 
man, and is now employed as solicitor for 
Mr. Eyre and the late Government. 

The re-examination of Mr. Eyre before 
the Royal Commission seems to have been 
a protracted one, and it is generally ad- 





mitted that he much damaged his own 
case by the production of evidence of an 
anonymous character, with a view to prove 
an organized general rebellion. Neverthe- 
less, as might be expected, he remained 
very popular with the parties who had been 
associated with him since October, and 
were indefatigable in devising methods to 
shew their allegiance. One instance may 
be cited in illustration. The facts are 
given below in our special correspondent’s 
communication, headed Hartland. The 
‘* Eyre party” endeavoured to magnify 
this affair into another Morant Bay de- 
monstration, and despatched a body of 
troops to the spot. Our correspondent 
says : 

Sir Henry Storks is entitled to the highest 
praise, not for sending the soldiers, for that was 
not his act, but for advising and aiding a friend 
of the people to go before them, and by persuasion 
prevent the chance of another outbreak. This 
happily succeeded. 


It would probably have suited the pur- 
pose of certain parties had the result been 
different, for another collision would have 
enabled them to point to it as a proof of 
the rebellious spirit of the people. Mr. 
Eyre made use of the incident to this 
effect in his evidence; but the Commis- 
sioners said it had nothing to do with their 
inquiry, and expunged the allusion from 
their notice. Our correspondent writes: 


I have paid two visits to St. Thomas’-in-the- 
East; one in attendance on Mr. Gurney, and 
one on Mr, Maule, taking evidence. On one oc- 
casion we pursued the whole track of Colonel 
Hobbs, through the mountains. I think all the 
really important evidence must have been brought 
to light. We know of some 500 lives taken, and 
1000 dwellings destroyed. The floggings can 
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scaréély be computed. There must be villages 
far in the mountains, where the Maroons did 
inischief, that we have not penetrated; but I 
have heard no facts which lead me to think the 
mischief was very extensive. I have travelled 
into many remote and almost inaccessible dis- 
tricts on horseback, alone and in company, and 
feel that I know the district tolerably well, and 
my conclusion is, that we have a near approxi- 
mation to the whole truth in the above figures. 
They fall far short of the numbers of which we 
first heard when I was in England; but the 
errors into which speakers and the press then 
fell are entirely attributable to the wonderful 
tendency to exaggeration that prevails in this 
country. There is something excusable in the 
high colouring which men put on the narra- 
tives they send home, when they were startled 
and alarmed by the sight of dead bodies in va- 
rious spots, as they passed along the public 
roads. For myself, I confess to a feeling of horror 
at the view of the neglected graves, spoiling the 
beauty of my drive, at place after place, from 
Morant Bay towards Port Antonio; and I can 
appreciate, though not justifying, the excite- 
ment under which people wrote the reports that 
startled all England last November. 


Our correspondent, referring to a crime 
of which the particulars had just come to 
light, and in which one Dr. Morris ap- 
peers to be seriously implicated, writes as 

ollows: 
Spanish Town, 8th April 1866. 

The Royal Commission closed its public sit- 
tings on Tuesday last, under very peculiar cir- 
cumstances, which strongly illustrate the difficul- 
ties thrown in its way in the elucidation of facts 
relating to the outbreak and its suppression. 

The circumstances, so far as I can throw light 
upon them, are as follows : 

On one hand it is alleged that three men were 
shot at a certain place, where their graves may 
now be seen, and, on the other hand, the whole 
story is absolutely denied, and the Commissioners 
appear quite unable to come to a decision on the 
conflicting evidence. 

I first heard the facts more than a month ago, 
when I was spending a Sunday on the 4th of 
March, with the Rev. H. B. Harris, at Belle 
Castle, near Manchioneal. In the afternoon of 
that day my host took me to call on a friend of 
his, whose family resided in the neighbourhood. 
This gentleman, Mr. Duany, is under-lighthouse- 
keeper at Holland Bay, near the mouth of the 
Plantain-Garden River. He was at this time 
at home with his family on leave of absence from 
the lighthouse, not being in good health. He 
told me that he was in the discharge of his or- 
dinary duties during the prevalence of martial 
law, and that he had on one occasion to call on 
Mr. Manning, the postmaster at the Plantain- 
Garden-River Post-office, which is situate close 
to the iron bridge across the river. He there 
witnessed a scene, of which I took down the fol- 

lowing note in my memorandum book : 

“Mr. Duaney saw three men brought to 
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Iron-bridge; an officer said they had stolen a 
few nails, He was about to flog them, and Dr. 
Morris came out of Manning’s shop and had them 
shot at once. Notrial. One was Richard Wal- 
ton, of Delvin, an African.” 

I inquired whether this transaction had been 
made known to Mr. Gorrie, and was informed 
that particulars had been forwarded to Kings- 
ton by some of the eye-witnesses. I therefore 
concluded that it was. already in due course of 
being put in evidence under the Royal Commis- 
sion. 

The next day, Monday, 25th March, Messrs. 
Harvey and Brewin, who were travelling from 
Manchioneal to Bath, called for me at Belle 
Castle, and we rode together through the Plan- 
tain-Garden-River district. Immediately after 
crossing the iron bridge, which is many miles 
from Belle Castle, we came upon the Post-office 
and at once pulled up. I went into the sho 
and accosted Mr. Manning, and stated that { 
had heard something of what had occurred dur- 
ing martial law, and requested him to point out 
the graves of the men who had been shot near 
his premises. He seemed to hesitate at entering 
into communication with a stranger on the sub- 
ject, but shewed me the graves, and answered my 
questions. The substance of his statement [ 
entered at the time in my book as follows : 

*“ At Plantain-Garden-River Post-office, Mr. 
G. G. Manning told me that Walton, of Dalvey, 
and two others, were shot by black soldiers, by 
order of Cullen and Morris, on a Saturday, dur- 
ing martial law, and were buried close to his 
house, by the roadside.” ; 

On my return to Kingston, I communicated 
what I had heard to the counsel and solicitors 
of the Jamaica Committee, and understood that 
-ne matter was already under care. I do not 
know at what time evidence was first tendered to 
the Royal Commission on the subject ; but I un- 
derstand that on some occasion, when I was not 
present, Mr. John Anderson, a schoolmaster, 
proved the facts substantially as I have above 
recorded them. 

I have since seen all those gentlemen, and 
have collated their statements, and I now sub- 
mit a narrative of the facts which, notwithstand- 
ing the denial of the parties concerned, are, I 
believe, substantially correct. 

The occurrence took place on Saturday, October 
21. Mr. Manning was then at his shop, where 
the Post-office business is also carried on. Mr. 
Anderson was staying at the same place. Be- 
tween eight and nine o'clock in the morning, 
some black soldiers, under the command 
of Ensign Cullen, and accompanied by the regi- 
mental surgeon, Dr. Morris, arrived at the store, 
and halted there for several hours. During the 
morning, Mr. Duany, accompanied by Mr. 
Robert Speed, also arrived. Mr. Duany was on 
his way to Golden Grove. He stopped, having 
oceasion to go to the store, and had no sooner 
dismounted than some of the soldiers demanded 
his horse, and that of his companion. Ensign 
Cullen interfered, and prevented the seizure of 
the horses. The men, however, took Mr. Duany’s 
saddle, which he claimed, but did not succeed in 
recovering it, as the officer said that they had 
need of it. In conversation with Mr. Duany, 
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the ensign said that he should have to remain on 
that spot until he received further orders as to 
his march. Meanwhile the troops were served 


with refreshments from the shop, for which they 


paid. They had bread, butter, and malt. Some of 
them had rice, and got it cooked during their stay. 
The officers and men were variouslyemployed. Some 
bathed in the river, and some were writing let- 
ters, and for their accommodation Mr. Manning 
detained the mail a considerable time after it was 
due. About mid-day a sudden noise and con- 
fusion arose. There was a cry of “ Prisoners, 
prisoners,” a sudden handling of rifles, and many 
of the soldiers began ‘to run in different direc- 
tions. If appeared that three persons, named 
Wills (a constable), Coleson, and Bryan (a book- 
keeper at Duckingfield estate), had arrived in 
charge of four prisoners, of whom one suc- 
ceeded, on coming in sight of the soldiers, 
in slipping off his hand the rope by which 
he was bound. Chase was given, but the 
man made good his escape. The three remain- 
ing prisoners, tied together by the hand, were 
brought up to the front of the Post-office, and 
Mr. Bryan delivered them, with a small slip 
of paper to Ensign Cullen. The names of the 
prisoners were Richard Walton, Thomas M‘Caul, 
and Thomas Miles. Walton was recognised by 
Mr. Duaney, who knew him as a civil and peace- 
able person. Mr. Duaney interposed on behalf 
of the prisoners. Ensign Cullen told him, in 
reply to inquiries, that they had carried away a 
few nails, and that for that offence he should 
have them catted. At this time Dr. Morris, 
who was ill, was lying on a table inside the 
Post-office, in a room adjoining the store, and 
Mr. Manning and his household were very busy 
in attendance on him. Some tea was then pre- 
pared for his refreshment. Ensign Cullen has 
since said that Dr. Morris was suffering from 
sunstroke, and that he was insensible when car- 
ried into the house. These circumstances will 
account for the fact, that Mr. Manning did not 
personally witness all the events that occurred. 
He knows, however, that Corporal Hunter, one 
of the soldiers, applied at the shop for some 
small cord, which was furnished. A cat was 
being prepared, but before its completion Dr. 
Morris jumped off the table in the room where 
he lay, and went out of the house into the pub- 
lic road, and there entered into conversation 
with Ensign Cullen, and the constables standing 
by. He took the paper from Mr. Cullen and 
read it, and then whispered to Cullen. Imme- 
diately afterwards Mr. Duaney, Mr. Anderson, 
and others, observed with much concern and 
amazement, that ten or twelve soldiers seized 
their rifles with much apparent glee. To one of 
them Mr. Duaney said, ‘* What’s the matter ? 
What are you going to do?” The man replied, 
‘Dr. Morris has ordered the prisoners to be 
shot.” The three prisoners were then loosed 
from a post to which they had been temporarily 
tied, and were led to a distance of fifty or sixty 
yards south-east of the Post-office. They were 
not charged with any offence in a formal way. 
They were not put upon trial of any kind. One 
of them attempted to speak, but was silenced 
by a blow on the mouth from Corporal Hunter, 
who said to him, ‘‘Shut your mouth, Sir! how 
dare you speak? You ought to say your prayers 
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since last night.” The three men were placed 
by a bamboo fence, and there tied singly, with 
their hands behind their backs, and each was 
fastened separately to the fence. This was done 
that each might witness the execution of his 
fellow-sufferers. Soldiers were then appointed 
to shoot them, and each prisoner was shot singly. 
Corporal Hunter was one of the executioners. 
Dr. Morris also shot at one of the men with a 
rifle. The three men were subsequently buried 
by the roadside, close to the place of execution. 
There I saw the graves, 

Mr. Duaney adds, that after the execution Dr. 
Morris expressed a wish to bathe in the river, 
and that at his request he (Mr. Duaney) ob- 
tained from Mr. Manning some Windsor soap 
and a towel, for which he received thanks, and 
the two officers proceeded to the enjoyment of 
their bath. Mr. Boeep went on his journey to 
Golden Grove, and, on his return, found the troops 
still lingering about the Post-office. 

These are the essential and some incidental 
parts of the narrative. The witnesses who prove 
it are Mr. Manning, the Post-office keeper, Mr. 
Duaney, the lighthouse keeper, and Mr. Ander- 
son, the schoolmaster, all coloured men, of 
great respectability, and who have every thing to 
lose by telling falsehoods. Their testimony has 
been supported by that of the escaped prisoner, 
who has been brought before the Royal Commis- 
sion, and by that of Wills, the constable, and, I 
believe, some other witnesses. If needful, it can 
be corroborated by that of Cecilia Robinson, of 
Dalvey, who saw the men shot, and by George 
Coleson, the wainman, and Samuel Bryan, the 
bookkeeper at Duckinfield, and also by Robert 
Speed, the boatswain at Holland-Bay wharf. 
The witnesses last named were tendered for ex- 
amination; but the Royal Commissioners re- 
fused an adjournment to enable them to be sum- 
moned. They were not brought up in the first 
instance, because it was distinctly understood, 
long before the Commission closed its sittings, 
that the name of Richard Walton, and two 
others, were included in the official list of execu- 
tions, and it was not supposed that there 
was any chance of the main facts being dis- 

uted. 

: Under these circumstances, the counsel and so- 
licitors in the case were extremely astonished, on 
what was expected to be the last sitting of the 
Commission, to find Ensign Cullen called for- 
ward to give an absolute denial to the whole of 
the facts relating to the shooting of these three 
prisoners. It was hoped there might be some 
mistake as to identity. An adjournment took 
place. The witnesses were confronted. Duaney, 
Anderson, the escaped prisoner, Manning and 
his servant-boy, five in all, clearly proved the 
main facts, and identified Cullen and Morris 
and were met by a simple denial by those two 
officers and a number of their men, who all dif- 
fered as to the details of their detention at the 
Post-office, but agreed that no three men were 
shot there at any time. 

The Commissioners will probably report the 
evidence. I have attempted in this paper to 
weave it into a consecutive narrative. Parlia- 
ment and the British public must jadge with 
whom the truth lies. 

W. Morgan. 
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P S.—Ensign Cullen and Dr. Morris also de- 
nied the shooting of Billy Gray at Grange Hill. 
I sent an express to find additional eye-wit- 
nesses of that event, and one person came at 
great expense who had seen the occurrence. The 
Commissioners held that the case had been closed 
on a previous day, and refused to re-open it. 


The following relates to the dispute about 
the Hartland Estate :— 


HARTLAND, 

Tuts is a large tract of land, comprising about 
2500 acres, in the parish of St. Catherine, on 
the road from Spanish Town to Old Harbour, 
between Long Bay and Twickenham-Park Estate, 
about five miles from Spanish Town. Previously 
to the emancipation of the negroes it was a wil- 
derness, and immediately after the proclamation 
of freedom, about 500 acres of it was sold by the 
proprietor, Mr. Dan. Hart, in small allotments, 
the purchasers being principally free people who 
had been liberated from estates in the neighbour- 
hood. These allotments comprised portions of 
from one up to fifteen or twenty acres, for which 
the purchasers paid the purchase-money and 
received proper title-deeds. In some instances 
the money was paid to an agent appointed by 
Mr. Hart, and he gave receipts for the amounts, 
and let the purchasers into possession of the land. 
Many purchasers received no title-deed, partly 
in consequence of the death of Mr. Hart, and 
partly because of the dishonesty of the agent he 
employed ; in some instances, persons settled on 
the lands saving pe only a portion of the pur- 
chase-money. Mr. Hart was succeeded by his 
son and heir, to whom many of the people state 
that they gave 7 their papers in order that he 
might ascertain the condition of affairs respect- 
ing the property, and give title-deeds to those 
who had a right to claim them. Several years 
passed away, during which Mr. Hart, Jun., paid 
no attention to the matter, leaving the people in 
quiet possession of the land, which they have now 
enjoyed for upwards of twenty years. The papers 
which are said to have been placed in his hands 
were destroyed in the great fire at Kingston in 
the year }862. Up to that time the people were 
in undisputed possession, but, after the fire, some 
notices of ejectment were served, which the 
poopie refused to receive, maintaining that they 

ad a right to the possession of the land. By a 
recent Act, two magistrates have the power to 
order — to eject trespassers, in the absence of 
title-deeds. Under that Act, proceedings have 
been taken by Mr. Hart, within the last twelve 
months, at the instigation, it is said, of Mr. W. 
M. Anderson, the Immigration Agent, the same 
person who owned the land at Stoney Gat, now 
rendered famous by the outbreak there. In con- 
nection with these proceedings, attempts were 
made, on several occasions, to make a survey of 
the land. The people assembled,in considerable 
numbers to prevent the survey being made. This 
was a considerable time before the disturbances 
at Stoney Gut. Reports were circulated to the 
effect that the people were armed, and had raised 
barricades, and would resist by force any attempt 
to take the land. Mr. Gordon Ramsay, as Police 
Inspector, and several of his men, were directed 
to visit the village and ascertain the truth as to 
these reports. It is understood that he found no 
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barricades, and only three or four—some say only 
two—old muskets in the whole village, and that 
the people offered no resistance to his search. 
After this the matter lay in abeyance for a time, 
Eventually two cases were brought before the 
Chief Justice for adjudication, but no action was 
taken until after the occurrences at Morant 


Bay. 

% the present month of March the matter 
has been revived, and a survey has been ordered 
to be made. The surveyor, Mr. Roger Swire, 
accompanied by the Inspector of Police, Mr. W. 
L. Stewart, and several of his men, proceeded to 
execute the order on the 14th of March. Onen- 
tering the village they were opposed by a line of 
the villagers across the road, unarmed, and 
making no hostile demonstration, but refusing 
permission to advance. The road is nota public 
road, but leads to the village only. Mr. Stuart 
states that the people spoke in a civil and friendly 
manner, and alleged that they were only there to 
maintain their rights. The police and surveyor 
then retired. The following morning 200 sol- 
diers were brought from Kingston to Spanish 
Town by the first train, and were, shortly after 
their arrival, marched towards Hartland, pre- 
ceded by the Inspector and a body of police. 
About ten o’clock in the morning the Rev. J. M. 
Phillippo accidentally heard, in the Council 
Chamber at Spanish Town, that the military 
had gone to Hartland. Thinking it possible that 
he might be instrumental in preventing a col- 
lision, he went at once to His Excellency the 
Governor, and proffered his services for the pur- 
pose. The offer was accepted, and he was urged 
to proceed forthwith, a carriage and horses being 
placed at his service. Mr. Phillippo overtoo 
and passed the military near Two-mile Wood 
Pen, and, as he passed, he stated to Mr. Stuart 
the object which he had in view, and the 
authority under which he was acting. Mr. 
Stuart lent Mr. Phillippo his own horse to expe- 
dite his journey. Thus mounted, Mr. Phillippo 
made the utmost haste to the bottom of the vil- 
lage, where he knew some two or three of the 
principal men resided. As he passed along he 
called to the inhabitants to come out and meet 
him on his return. In conversation with the 
chief men, he stated to them the near approach 
of the soldiers, of which they had no previous 
knowledge. He added that he had no intention 
to interfere between them and the persons who 
claimed the land, but that, to prevent collision 
and bloodshed. he strongly recommended that 
they should allow the survey to be made; and 
that the persons who had no papers shewing title, 
should sign admissions that they were tenants 
and would pay rent, on the understanding that 
immediate ejectment would be thereby prevented, 
and satisfactory arrangements be afterwards 
made. ‘The people instantly acceded to this 
suggestion, saying, ** Minister, we know you to 
be our friend, and we will do whatever you think 
right.”” They then, at his request, followed him 
in a considerable body to the commencement of 
the village, where they found the soldiers halting, 
in accordance with an arrangement Mr. Phillippo 
had made with Mr. Stuart. Mr. Phillipo in- 
formed the officers, and a magistrate, Mr. W. 
Kemble, who was with them, that the people had 
all consented for the survey to be made, aud that 
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the services of the military were not required. 
He offered, if they retired, that he would per- 
sonally remain with the surveyor and other 
officials, during the day, so that no disturbance 
might arise. is offer was accepted, and the 
whole business was carried through without the 
slightest interruption. 

On two or three following days the surveyor 
continued his work without any assistance from 
Mr. Phillippo. It is not yet complete, but no 
difficulty is apprehended in carrying it out. 

Mr. Phillippo is a Baptist Missionary of forty 
years standing in Jamaica. He has no con- 
nection with Hartland, and is not personally 
acquainted with more than two or three indi- 
viduals residing there, none of whom were known 
to him until within the last three or four months. 
On Saturday last he sent word to the village that 
he would visit the people and hold a religious 
service among them the nextday. He did so. 
A large number attended, and afterwards ex- 
pressed their pleasure that the cause of their 
anxieties had been in some degree remedied, and 
that bloodshed had been averted. 

To-day (March 20) Mr. Phillippo was pained 
by hearing from the Deputy Marshal (Mr. 
Bernal) that, notwithstanding what had occurred, 
Mr. Hart had refused to consider the receipts 
(which the people still hold) as an acknowledg- 
ment of the payment of purchase-money, and 
that he will insist that they represent the pay- 
ment of rent only. Mr. Bernal feared this de- 
cision would create great dissatisfaction, and might 
terminate in a serious outbreak. Mr. Phillippo 
immediately communicated this information to 
the Governor, who sent for the Deputy Marshal, 
and ordered him not to go to the village again 
until His Excellency had conferred with Mr. 
Jackson, the solicitor for Mr. Hart, on the sub- 
ject. The result of that conference will doubt- 
less be such as to secure a peaceful and satis- 
factory termination of this threatening affair. 


Our Correspondent proceeds to give his 
viewson the state of publicfeeling generally : 


Morant Bay, March 18, 1866. 

The state of public opinion now in - Jamaica, 
among educated and well-disposed people, re- 
specting the disturbances which occurred five 
months ago, is not easily described. Opinion has 
evidently undergone some change, but no man 
readily parts with his prepossessions, and the full 
force of that law is now being felt in this coun- 
try. Inquiries are being anxiously put as to the 
probable character of the report to be rendered 
by the Royal Commissioners, and whether they 
will treat the outbreak of the 11th October and 
subsequent days as merely a local riot or as a gene- 
ral rebellion. A few months, or even weeks ago, 
very few white people in Jamaica would have 
ventured to express a doubt upon the subject, so 
vehement were the assurances that the island 
had been saved by Mr. Eyre’s promptitude from 
a blaze of revolution, for which all the elements 
had for months been carefully prepared. The 
following memorandum from an intelligent gen- 
tlemen on this spot will shew the present 
greatly-modified general sentiment. He says: 

** While I do not believe in any general orga- 
nization among the people for the overthrow of 
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British rule in this country, I am of opinion that 
there would have been found in some of the 
parishes persons who would have been ready to 
unite with the originators of the outbreak in 
carrying on the work of destruction of life and 
property which was commenced in this parish, and 
that it would have been carried on very much 
more extensively, if prompt and energetic mea- 
sures had not been taken to prevent its spread.” 
This carefully-expressed opinion probably would 
be accepted as correct by the great majority of 
the thoughtful white people now in Jamaica. It 
is, however, by far more calm and moderate than 
the language one constantly hears in conversa- 
tion. Indeed, a great deal of the alarm on one 
side, and disaffection on the other, may be fairly 
attributed to the careless use of the most vehe- 
ment and passionate forms of speech. Whites 
and blacks alike are open to this reproach. The 
vicious habit, no doubt, helps to keep alive the 
mutual suspiciousness and estrangement which 
the recent events have most powerfully fostered. 

Further investigations will probably bring all 
rational men to the assurance that the peasantry 
of Jamaica have no desire whatever to overthrow 
British rule, and that no organization for that 
purpose has ever existed, except in the heated 
imaginations of those who have been casting about 
for remote causes of the recent outbreak, instead 
of addressing themselves to the redress of prac- 
tical grievances that lay much nearer home. 

As to the wave of rebellion spreading widely 
when once set in motion, no one would care to 
dispute its probability. Bad men are always to 
be found in every community who revel in the 
destruction of life and property ; and it is com- 
mendable that the devastations they commit 
should be promptly and energetically checked. 
In the present case it cannot be too much de- 
plored that, mainly in consequence of their iso- 
lation, the well-disposed inhabitants made no 
stand against the rioters anywhere, although it 
can scarcely be questioned that a dozen or twenty 
men, resolutely set to defend any one of the pro- 
perties which were attacked, might have stopped 
the whole outbreak, and saved the country be- 
yond. Without doubt the rioters were stimu- 
lated and gathered strength by finding only de- 
serted houses, which they plundered. In only 
one case they met with resistance, from a totally 
inadequate force, and, although poor Mr. Hire 
was most barbarously killed, it must not be for- 
gotten that the other inmates of his house were 
permitted to escape. 

There are many other matters on which public 
sentiment in Jamaica is undergoing chan 
Among them, prominence must be given to the 
question of the propriety of the severe measures 
taken in suppression of the revolt and punish- 
ment of the offenders, in which the innocent 
were too often confounded with the guilty. A 
clergyman in this place, only yesterday, de- 
nounced the whole system of burning down the 
houses of the so-called rebels, although he en- 
tirely believes that an organized general rebel- 
lion was contemplated. His opinion, that, by 
burning the house in which a rebel lived, his 
family, and not himself, are made the chief suf- 
ferers, and that thereby seeds of future disaffec- 
tion have been sown, is entitled to great weight. 
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It. seems, too, a rash and ill-advised proceeding 
to destroy property which might be serviceable 
tothe state. The depredations and devastation 
committed by the negroes were very great, but 
must have been vastly exceeded by the destruc- 
tion of their properties by the Maroons and the 
white troops ; and although no accurate account 
of the plunderings can ever be taken, it is quite 
probable that one side lost by direct robbery as 
much as the other. Unhappily the destruction 
is still gou. Maultitudes of the people have 
suffered the loss of valuable crops, their grounds 
having been seized by constables as confiscated 
property, and no steps whatever having been 
taken to gather the produce. For instance, 
Paul Bogle had a considerable tract of sugar- 
cane, which his widow was not allowed to cut 
last January, when it was ripe. It is now on 
the ground, worthless, and nearly all eaten by 
rats. He also had cotton, which his widow could 
have sold for 7J. or 8/., but it has perished on 
the trees. There are cruel people in Jamaica 
who rejoice in the poverty that has befallen the 
families of the rebels, but thoughtful men de- 
plore it, 

It is generally admitted that in this country 
there has been too much of what is called ** class 
legislation.” How could it be otherwise? People 
are therefore rejoicing over the downfall of the 
House of Assembly. There is danger that they 
should expect too much from the legislation that 
is to follow. 

‘ The ideas that prevail in this country as to 
fiscal regulations and revenue are not yet fully 
in accordance with English notions of political 
economy. There are, however, many intelligent 
persons who have studied these questions, and 
from the practical application of their enlight- 
ened sentiments it may be expected that great 

will flow, if they are not hampered by the 
vernment that is about to be established. 

It must not be expected that Jamaica will 
ever again throw into the markets of the world 
a larger supply of produce, especially sugar, than 
she did before emancipation. Although the ne- 
groes, even of St. Thomas-in-the-East, are far 
from being the savage and brutalized people which 
their enemies represent them to be, they have 
not yet reached that high culture and civilization 
which shews itself in an extensive demand for 
superior articles of dress, and furniture, and food. 
They are content with the food raised by their 
own labour; and having but little desire after 
foreign productions, they have no sufficient mo- 
tive for working to increase the export trade. 
Three-fifths of the cultivated land of Jamaica 
belongs to negro or coloured proprietors, and for 
generations to come their aims will, for the most 
part, be satisfied when they have secured for 
themselves a fair share of the food it yields, and 
a surplus to be employed in the purchase of 
clothing and luxuries from abroad. If the re- 
mainder of the land could be brought into culti- 
vation under ene auspices, then perhaps a 
higher type of civilization might be introduced, 
and the world would be the gainer. At present 
the traveller, through this gloriously beautiful 
land, is saddened at every step by the wreck and 
ruin around him, and the absence of nearly every 
element that can inspire hope. 
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PARLIAMENTARY RECORD. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
(Tuesday, April 24, 1866.) 

COOLIE EMIGRATION. 

Mr. B. Cocurane asked the Under Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs whether the private informa- 
tion conveyed to him some time since had been 
confirmed, namely, that the French Government 
did not intend to press for the renewal of the 
treaty which permitted the exportation of coolies 
to the French colony of Réunion. oy 

Mr. Layarp regretted that he could not give 
a satisfactory answer. He was not quite certain 
what course the French Government would 
pursue, but would undertake to give the fullest 
information upon the subject at the earliest 
possible moment. 








THE FREEDMEN’S COLUMN. 


(Extract from a Speech of General Howard's, 
17th February 1866.) 


Some of our papers charge that the object of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau is to support negroes in idle- 
ness. I emphatically deny it. It is not only 
not the object, but the object is diametrically the 
opposite; and, if the work goes on in the future 
as it is now, my impression is that there will be 
no more need of any agency of the General Go- 
vernment in the South than in New York or 
Ohio. In Louisiana to-day property is changing 
hands, leases and titles to property are being 
granted, and it is an indisputable fact that the 
men coming there never worry themselves about 
social equality, testimony in law-courts, or negro 
suffrage; and what is true of Louisiana, as re- 
gards property, is true of almost every other 
State. In Mississippi the demand for labourers 
is greater than the supply; wages are 20 dollars 
a month for able-bodied men, and in Arkansas 
they want from 3000 to 4000 more men than 
they have, to whom they will pay from 20 dol- 
lars to 25 dollars a month. Petersburg seems 
to have sprung up with a new life. The streets 
are full of waggons loaded, the stores are open, 
and trade is lively; so it is in many places. 
This cry about negroes not working first came 
from the South, and it is echoed here by editors 
and everybody else. The great majority of the 
negroes are at work, and in five years we shall 
be fairly on the road to material prosperity. 
Harmony between owners and labourers may be 
brought about in time without much progress. 
The military power can make it. I hae said 
to Congress that education will go far toward it. 
This seems a plain proposition, and yet it is dis- 
puted. A general belief existed North, as well 
as South, not very long ago, that negroes could 
not learn. But there were a few “ fanatics” at 
the North who would try the experiment, and 
the experiment has proved a complete success. 
They think the negroes were not intended by 
nature for education ; that they will, if educated, 
be unfit for labour. The coloured schools have 
sprung up as if by magic. I report 70,000 negro 
children at school in the Southern States, and 
my agents report many others that are self-sus- 
taining. 

We found six of those sustaining schools in 
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Talahassee, Florida. In Lynchburg I found a 
school taught by a coloured man. 1 went there, 
being told that the negroes were in insurrection. 
They had raised 1000 bushels of wheat, of which 
they were entitled to half, but the master had 
taken it all to pay expenses. They were greatly 
depressed, too, because the master said they 
would be 2400 dollars in debt at the end of the 
year. Whole regiments of them have learnt to 
read, and I should not be surprised to hear that 
on every plantation at the South there are some 
of the people who know how to read. The ques- 
tion in Virginia is now who shall teach them. 
The Baptists are working in this matter, and 
doubtless the Methodists will not be behind- 
hand. Education should, however, be placed 
there, as here, beyond the peradventure of failure. 
Some time will be needed, but the leaven is 
working. The influx of men who believe in 
education, and the negroes who so greatly need 
it, will doubtless secure the desired end. 


(From the Washington Reconstructionist.) 


Through the kindness of Gurden Snowden 
and Walker Lewis we have just had an oppor- 
tunity to take a bird’s-eye view of the assess- 
ment roll of the coloured people of this district 
for 1862-63; and present the following as a few 
among many of a similar nature, shewing the 
amount of property (real estate) owned by 
coloured people and taxed for the support of 
schools, &c., from which they have been con- 
stantly secluded: The aggregate amount of tax- 
able property owned by this class in this city for 
the year 1862-63 was 538,809 dollars, on which 
were collected for taxes 40,420 dollars. The pro- 
bable amount assessed in 1865 for the coloured 
people is one million dollars, which will be made 
to pay into the treasury a tax of one hundred 
thousand dollars. This is no small sum; and is, 
of itself alone, a voluminous commentary upon 
the industry and economy of those persons who 
are said to be “unable to take care of them- 
selves, and nearly all of whom have either been 
slaves or the descendants of * human chattels’” 

(From the Florida Times, Jacksonville.) 

We daily come in contact with representatives 
of the two classes, and it is instructive to listen 
to their expressions, and contrast their expe- 
rience. One comes in from driving his niggers, 
and with despairing, haggard, vexed counte- 
nance, declares the d—d niggers won’t work, 
and there is no use in trying in. I pay fifteen 
dollars per month, and rations more than they 
can consume, and two of them won’t do as much 
work as one slave: they won’t work: we can 
raise no cotton by free labour! Another planter 
replies, ‘1 have no difficulty: I work fifty hands, 
pay them ten dollars per month, and two of 
them do more work than three slaves! It is 
the way you treat them. I find no difficulty.” 

An intelligent slaveholder, a gentleman of cul- 
tivation and liberal views, met a large planter 
foaming, fretting, cursing, despairing: the 
country was ruined, no more cotton could be 
raised, niggers wouldn’t work, his plantation was 
useless, &c., &e. “ What will you take for your 
plantation?” asked the gentleman, after vain 
attempts to induce him to reason. “Twelve 
thousand dollars,” said the planter. ‘I'll take 
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it.” The property was transferred, and the new 
proprietor immediately placed it in charge of the 
negroes, the former slaves of the old proprietor, 
who, tothe number of ninety, entered into con- 
tract to cultivate the farm upon shares, they 
receiving one-third the crop. They assure the 
new proprietor that they will raise two hundred 
acres more cotton than ever before. 

If all our people would accept the results of 
the war, and gracefully conform to the requisi- 
tions of necessity, yielding all theories and pre- 
judices in obedience to their interests and the 
common good, there would be a measure of pro- 
sperity and advancement in the state that would 
astonish its most sanguine and hopeful friends. 

These illustrations shew, that when the negro 
is treated as a man instead of a chattel, he be- 
comes a faithful worker. The counsel given to 
the planters by the Times is sound and timely. 
(General R. Lee, before the Reconstruction Com- 

mittee, March 27, 1866.) 

How do the people in Virginia, secessionists 
more particularly, feel towards the freedmen ?— 
Every one with whom I associate express the 
kindest feelings towards the freedmen. They 
wish to see them get on in the world, and par- 
ticularly to take up some occupation for a living, 
and to turn their hands to some work. I know 
that efforts have been made among the farmers 
near where I live to induce them to engage for 
the year at regular wages. 

Do you think there is a willingness on the 
part of their old masters to give them fair living 
wages for their labour ?—I believe it isso. The 
farmers generally prefer those servants who have 
been living with them before. I have heard 
them express their preference for the mem whom 
they know, who had lived with them before, and 
their wish to get them to return to work. 

Are you aware of the existence of any com- 
bination among the whites to keep down the 
wages of the blacks ?—I am not. I have heard 
that in several counties the landowners have met 
in order to establish a uniform rate of wages, 
but I never heard, nor do I know, of any com- 
bination to keep down wages or establish any 
rate which they did not think fair. The means 
of paying wages in Virginia are very limited. 
Now and then there is a difference of opinion as 
to how much each person is able to pay. 

How do they feel in regard to the education of 
the blacks: is there a general willingness to 
have them educated?—Where I am and have 
been the people have exhibited a willingness 
that the blacks should be educated, and they 
express an opinion that it would be better for the 
blacks and for the whites. 

General, you are very competent to judge of 
the capacity of black men for acquiring know- 
ledge. I want your opinion on that capacity as 
compared with the capacity of white men ?—I do 
not know that [ am particularly qualified to 
speak on that subject, as you seem to intimate, 
but I do not think the black man is as capable 
of acquiring knowledge as the white man. ‘lhere 
are some more apt than others. I have known 
some to acquire knowledge and skill in their 
profession. I have had servants of my own who 
learned to read and write very well. 

Do they shew a capacity to obtain knowledge 
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of mathematics and the exact sciences ?—I have 
no knowledge on that subject. I am merely ac- 
quainted with those who have learned the com- 
mon rudiments of education. 

General, are you aware of the existence among 
the blacks of Virginia, anywhere within the 
limits of the State, of combinations having in 
view the disturbance of the peace, or any im- 
proper and unlawful acts?—1l am not. I have 
seen no evidence of it, and have heard of none. 
Wherever I have been they are quiet and orderly, 
not disposed to work, or, rather, not disposed to 
any continuous engagement to work, but just 
very short jobs to provide them with the imme- 
diate means of subsistence. 

Has the coloured race generally as great love 
of money and property as the white race pos- 
sesses ?—I do not think it has. The blacks with 
whom I am acquainted look more to the present 
time than to the future. 

Does that absence of a lust of money and pro- 
perty arise more from the nature of the negro 
than from his former servile condition ?—Well, 
it may be in some measure attributed to his 
former condition. ‘They are an amiable, sociable 
race. They like their ease and comfort, and I 
think look more to their present than to their 
future condition. 


(From the Anti-Slavery Standard, March 24,1866.) 


The Tribune's special Washington despatches 
say the reports received at the head-quarters of 
the Freedmen’s Bureau, from all parts of the 
South, although sometimes conflicting, are gene- 
rally of such a character as to give no hope of 
encouragement to those who desire the speedy 
pacification of the coloured and white races of 
the South. Well authenticated reports are 
daily received by General Howard, detailing the 
most diabolical outrages on the freedmen of the 
South, but all of which are forwarded to Con- 
gress, and the publication of which is conse- 
quently delayed. The whites, with very few ex- 
ceptions, are inclined to shew the freedmen very 
little or no favour, and only respect their rights 
when they cannot help themselves. In some 
counties he finds the freedmen claim that their 
contracts were not read to them, and they offer 
that in many instances as a reason for breaking 
them. He says that the whites, with but very 
few exceptions, are disposed to be exceedingly 
disloyal, and nothing but the fear of the power 
of the United-States’ Government prevents out- 
tages. The whites have a report circulating in 
that county that by next December they will 
have their freedmen again slaves, and act on this 
belief. They desire to keep the freedmen with 
them by force, pay them as little as possible, 
and be indulged in the chivalric practice of 
Wwoman-whipping, murder, &c. 


(Urs. D. F. Gage, Washington, to the National 
Anti-Slavery Standard.) 


I came in sight of the distributing office. A 
cloud of darkness, poverty, rags, hunger, cold, 
and suffering, confronted me; over a hundred of 
the freed people were gathered there to ask for 
help. The door was opened, and in rushed these 
shivering wretches, out of the piercing winds. 
The room could not hold them. Took all came 


with tickets from members of the investigating 
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Committee testifying to their needs. I staid an 
hour, and still the stream came undiminished. 
What is the matter with these people? Have 
they been sick, burned out, re out of home 
and comfort by flood or tide? Have they been 
spoiled by an enemy? What made them so 


r? 

P Only this, as Old Aggy said in Vicksburg, 
when they taxed her ten per cent. a month on 
her wages for the benefit of the poor of her own 
colour : 

‘What, you tink I care for dat fifty cent a 
month? Missus, dat air ain’t nuffin. I bin 
done gone working for pore folks all my days. 
Oh, Jesus! how pore dem wor; dey took all my 
work, wouldn’t gib me time to sleep, took all my 
chillen, sold ’em for a thousand dollars apiece 
ten on ’em; true, Missus, ten on ’em. And dem 
was so pore dey wouldn’t let my own babies hab 
the milk God put into my own bosom for dem, 
just tuk it for dere own. Oh, Missus, dem was 
pore folk, sure. Wat you tink I care now for 
dis fifty cent a week to help dem black folks? 
You’ne lets me hab de tudder four dollar and 
fifty all myself. Oh, Missus, Old Aggy don’t 
mind dat ar.” 

These suffering creatures have been working 
all their lives for a people so poor that they 
robbed them from their birth up, of labour, in- 
telligence, health and strength, and hope of any 
thing ; and now, hungry, cold, and almost naked, 
they cry for help. No work, no starting-point, 
no organized or systematized pauper arrange- 
ment for them, as for the whites, for in all past 
time they were not to be paupers. No such 
blessed privilege was allowed them. It was the 
other party that were paupers, and lived upon 
their labours, constantly crying out, “They 
won't work without the whip.” Well, here they 
are in Washington, and if a variety of * organi- 
zations” would secure them food, clothing, and 
shelter, surely they should not want. ome 
Missionary Society, National Freedmen’s Aid 
Association, of New York; National Freedmen’s 
Aid Society, of Washington; National Freed- 
men’s Aid Commission, Freedmen’s Bureau, and 
how many more I know not, are here with their 
agents at work. Perhaps ‘too many cooks spoil 
the broth ;” I don’t know. Of one thing only am 
I sure. I have seen them grouped together in 
numbers asking relief, in condition, style and 
costume, here in this great city, that would have 
made us, on the Sea Islands of South Carolina, 
feel, even in that sunny clime, that we should cry 
aloud for assistance, as Mrs. Griffing has done in 
the few weeks past. I have no blame to attach to 
any one; but when the question is asked me 
hereafter, notwithstanding I may see august 
reports to the contrary, and be assured on high 
authority that the great need is for schools, I 
shall know there are poor to be fed and clothed 
in Washington, and will be until they can have 
warmer weather, cheaper house rents, and chances 
to work. The same number of white people, with 
the same disabilities, the same poverty, could do 
no better than they. 
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THE REV. DR. KING AND THE 
LATE G. W. GORDON. 


Ir may be in the recollection of our readers, 
that, in November last, the Rev. Dr. David 
King published a letter in the London 
Daily Telegraph, furnishing an interesting 
outline of the history of his deceased 
friend. Very shortly after, however, 
another letter appeared, repeating a state- 
ment which Dr. King was reported to have 
made at Glasgow, to the effect, that in 
consequence of certain information he had 
received, he had been compelled some- 
what to modify his favourable opinion of 
Mr. Gordon, and feared that Mrs. Gordon 
had been a party to a correspondence, 
which left her conduct open to censure. 

We have much pleasure in republishing, 
from the Weekly Review of the 21st ult., a 
communication, which we think will set 
this matter at rest. 


THE LATE G. W. GORDON. 
(To the Editor of the Weekly Review.) 


Dear Sir,—In November last I published a 
letter regarding the late G. W. Gordon, of Ja- 
maica, of whom little was then known to the 
British public, except that he had been executed 
as atraitor and murderer. It was the general 
understanding that he must have been a most 
execrable character. Having formed a very dif- 
ferent estimate of him from personal acquaint- 
ance, and having also received much kindness at 
his hand, I felt it to be my imperative duty to 
clear his memory from unmerited reproach. ‘The 

neral accuracy of the account which I gave 

as been confirmed by many communications 
from the colony. In a recent letter Mr. Harvey 
says: ‘*A gentleman of high position (Hon. 
A. Bravo), well known to Joseph Sturge and 
myself on our former visit, gave us yesterday a 
long and interesting sketch of Gordon’s life, 
having known him intimately. The facts are 
substantially the same as published in England 
by Dr. King. Tis rise from the position of a 
slave, self-education, success in business, sending 
his sisters under good care to Paris for educa- 
tion, getting them respectably married, portion- 
ing them, aiding his father in his reverses, ex- 
ercising great liberality to others, and this with 
much fervour and apparent sincerity of religious 
feeling and profession, renders his character, as 
seen from one side, singularly attractive, and al- 
most romantically interesting.” 

I stated, that through imperfect recollection, 
after an interval of sixteen years, or from incor- 
rect information having been given me in the 
island, I might be found mistaken on some 
points. It is due to Mr. Gordon’s father now 
to mention that he freed his coloured children, 
with their mother and aunt, placing other slaves 
in their room, and also sent hon when young to 


a local school. The facts will be given more 
fully in a sketch of Mr. G. W. Gordon, which I 
am preparing for our magazine, chiefly from 
personal knowledge and original letters. 

I am glad to find that an unpleasant rumour 
respecting Mrs. Gordon has been indignantly 





ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 123 


denied, and that competent parties who have ex- 
amined into it have pronounced it utterly calum- 
nious. She has surely suffered enough without 
having her bereavement aggravated by slander. 
There seems to be a disposition in some 
uarters to manufacture home strife out of the 
amaica tidings. I think they should rather 
obliterate our party distinctions, and unite us in 
vindicating the honour of our common country. 
A full judgment of all the facts cannot be formed 
till we have the report of the Commissioners. 
But there is now, I think, general harmony of 
opinion respecting these important positions ; 
that Mr. Gordon was unjustly condemned—that 
there was no organized rebellion throughout the 
island—and that, while the dreadful outbreak 
might have extended had it not been vigorously 
suppressed, the severities inflicted had a charac- 
ter of atrocity, and, both as to the amount and 
duration, were altogether in excess of the danger. 
If society is reaching unanimity in such conclu- 
sions, surely we should together take such action 
as may exempt us from the guilt of these ‘“ de- 
plorable events.” Even the friends of Mr. Gor- 
don, who admired his benevolent and patriotic 
spirit, and whose feelings have been most deeply 
wounded by his cruel end, are not calling for 
vengeance. Let others own, what it seems im- 
— they should deny, that the fair fame of 
ngland has been grievously compromised by 
these transactions, and that they demand such 
unequivocal and emphatic disapproval as shall 
uphold our national reputation, and promote a 
reign of righteousness in all the dependencies of 
the British empire. 
I am, yours truly, 


Davin Kine. 
25 Colville Square W., 
April 16, 1866. 


The following letter from Mrs Shannon 
we have not thought desirable to publish 
until now. It must be read in connection 
with Dr. King’s letter given above, and 
with a statement which we feel it our duty 
to make. There can be no doubt that the 
allegations against the lateG. W. Gordon 
and his widow have been extensively be- 
lieved, and that the object sought to be 
gained was a depreciation of both to the 
utmost extent. 

We regret that Dr. Bowerbank, who 
took so prominent a part in the arrest of 
Mr. Gordon, and who has not scrupled to 
say in print that the unfortunate gentle- 
man fully deserved his fate—all evidence 
to the contrary, notwithstanding—should 
have condescended to circulate libels upon 
him and his widow. His allegations 
against Mrs. Gordon were, that during the. 
latter period of her husband’s lifetime she 
carried on an improper correspondence 
with a gentleman named Vinen, residing 
in Kingston. During the reign of terror 
in Jamaica Mr. Vinen was arrested, and 
suffered imprisonment for several weeks, 
his only offence being, as he believes, his 
known intimacy with Mr, Gordon. The 
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whole of his papers were seized; and 
amongst them were found some letters 
“which had passed between himself and 
Mrs. Gordon. These letters, with ashameful 
disregard of decency, were permitted to be 
read by numbers of persons in Kingston, 
and certain passages received the foulest 
misconstruction. These were the letters 


referred to by Dr. King as compromising 


Mrs. Gordon. We deemed it our duty to 
see Mr. Vinen, who is now in London, and 
to bring him face to face with Dr. Bower- 
bank, who was forced to admit that the 

commented upon so unfavourably 
were susceptible of a to opposite inter- 
pretation. Dr. Bowerbank’s insinuations 
were of a tendency to create the impression, 
_ that not only were Mr. Vinen and Mrs, 
Gordon corresponding with undue fami- 
liarity, but were plotting to remove Mr. 
Gordon by unfair means. He also cast 
discredit on Mr. Gordon's last letter to his 
wife, and affirmed it to be a well-known 
fact, that Mr. Gordon had knocked down 
his father in the streets of Kingston, and 
otherwise illtreated him. We considered 
it our duty to communicate on this subject 
with Mrs. Shannon, Mrs. Gordon’s mother, 
and also to lay the facts before our special 
correspondent, Mr. William Morgan, who 
answered us as follows: 

‘*The accusation against Mrs. Gordon 
I take to be altogether unfounded, and the 
exposure of letters which passed in the 
confidence of a private friendship to be 
deeply disgraceful to the authorities by 
whom it was permitted, on those letters 
being seized as the property of a so-called 
traitor. There is no doubt whatever that 
Mr. Gordon knew of his wife’s correspond- 
ence with Mr. Vinen, and encouraged it, 
and that all three were accustomed to the 
use of an endearing phraseology, which is 
now perverted in a scandalous fashion, to 
add to the misery of the stricken widow. 
I disbelieve the story altogether. And 
then the suggestion that Gordon was suf- 
fering from slow poison seems just of a 
piece with all the rest.” 

We will now allow Mrs. Shannon to 
speak for herself on these matters, merely 
adding, that Mr. Joseph Gordon, the father 
of the late G. W. Gordon, publicly denies 
that his son ever struck him: 


Kingston, Feb. 24, 1666. 

Dear Str,—I have to acknowledge your fa- 
vour of the Ist imstant, and will endeavour to 
reply to its painful contents. I have not seen 
Mr. Morgan; he is gone with Mr. Gorrie to Mo- 
rant Bay. I can therefore say nothing respect- 
ing Dr. Bowerbank’s statements in the Standard, 
as I have not seen it. As to his insinuations 


respecting Mrs. Gordon, they have been circu- 
lated here, but, like those of our own dear mur- 
dered martyr, are without real foundation. 


Mr. 
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Vinen was the most intimate friend of Mr. Gor- 
don, I believe a thorough Christian, and being 
in bad health, was often taken by him to his 
country residence for change. In the reign of 
terror some letters were seized on which they 
thought proper to put a wrong construction. I 
have not seen them, but I know, from her style 
of writing to a brother or sister in Christ, it 
might be done; but I am sure she is free from 
t. As to his other assertions, they are totally 
false, as you will see by the enclosed letters, 
which I deemed it my duty to put in the papers. 
{t was left to Dr. Bowerbank to add to the 
slander, of which I now believe him to have been 
the originator; for 1 never heard it said here, 
that ihe knocked his father down in the streets 
of Kingston.” As to his report of what took 
place at my house, I am astounded? he certainly 
came to look for Mr. Gordon, and, pointing to 
my pupils, (above forty,) I said, ** You certainly 
could not expect he was here;” andI believe I 
added, ‘‘ He has scarcely been in my house for 
the last two years ;” for he was so taken up with 
the House of Assembly when sitting, and, when 
that was over, all his properties to see to, that 
he was seldom in town, and I have often run 
down to my back gate to see him. When he 
passed he would just stop and leave a letter, or 
any thing Mrs. Gordon would send down to me, 
but he had not time to get out of his chaise, and 
I saw him three times within two weeks before 
he was torn from us. I can truly say I aever 
had the slightest quarrel with him, and my own 
son never treated me with more kindness and re- 
spect than he did. I certainly was (as I believe 
most ladies are) sorry that he devoted himself so 
much to politics, and often told him it was un- 
fortunate he was ever elected member of the 
House. I have no doubt Dr. Bowerbank is 
spreading these reports to secure bimself, for I 
do not hesitate to say that he is equally, if not 
more culpabe than Mr. Eyre. I know nothing 
of his politics, except he was always on the Go- 
vernment side, and opposed to Mr. Gordon, I 
did not myself see the cat used to flog with. A 
servant, who had it in her hand, told me. I 
made her explain it to Mr. Gorrie, and find it 
‘was not iron rings, but pieces of wire twisted like 
rings in different parts of the cord; similar ones, 
Mt. Gordon said, were used in other places: she 
saw itin thecamp. I know nothing of the re- 
= in Lyon’s paper; and as to Mr. Gordon’s 
aving obtained property from his father by un- 
lawful means, it is first I have heard of it. I 
know his father left Jamaica some years ago, 
deeply involved, his son undertaking to extricate 
him in the best way he could: had he never 
done so, he would not have got so entangled with 
properties, for he was then a thriving merchant, 
with thousands at command, It has been said, 
too, that his last letter was a forgery, or, at least, 
parts of it, but the original has been seen by 
many. There were two or three slight mistakes 
in the printed copy, but of little eonsequence. 
Phillips should have been Phillippo, and Espent 
E. C. Smith, to whom was written the private let- 
ters, one of the documents in evidence against 
him, Ah! well cn they have been afraid to 
have the trial published: it was a mockery ; and 
had not England taken up the horrid affair 
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I believe that trial would not have seen the light 
ofday. But there is a righteous Judge, and He 
will judge righteously. Into his hands I leave 
the cause. I shall be truly sorry to leave this 
devoted land, but as long as I see my duty to 
remain I shall do so, for I will not, if [ can help 
it, be robbed. Iam trying to prevail on Mrs. 
Gordon to leave, if I do not, as I can act for her. 
I hope she will, and (p.v.) I shall follow as soon 
as I can see I ought. 
With much respect, I am, DEAR Sir 
Yours truly, 
(Signed) Ann Suannon. 








WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON UPON 
HIMSELF. 


ON the 29th of February ult., William 


Lloyd Garrison delivered a lecture in the 
Academy of Music, Brooklyn, to a large 
and enthusiastic auditory. Itwasa powerful 
and an exhaustive oration, bearing upon 
the various episodes of the anti-slavery 
struggle, and particularly upon the actual 
relations of parties and the policy of the 
President. Mr. Garrison declared him- 
self an uncompromising opponent of Mr. 
Johnson’s theories in relation to recon- 
struction and the position of the freed 

ople, and demanded for the latter the 
ullest rights of citizens. We cannot de- 
vote space to the whole of this splendid 
oratorical effort ; but to one portion of it, 
which more particularly relates to the 
position Mr. Garrison has taken up under 
the present circumstances of the country, 
and as throwing a light upon his with- 
drawal from the Presidency of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society and the cessation of 
the Liberator, we think the following ex- 
tract will be read with interest by the ma- 
jority of our friends: 

* * * * * 

Here let me enter my protest against certain 
misconceptions and misrepresentations which 
prevail in some quarters, in regard to my views 
and purposes in the present stage of our struggle 
for equal rights. It is certainly true that I 
believe the grand object of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society having been consummated by 
the total abolition of Slavery, it is a fitting time 
to dissolve the Society; for when there is no 
further occasion, as certainly there is not, for 
anti-slavery tracts and pamphlets, anti-slavery 
lectures and discussions, anti-slavery meetings 
and contributions, anti-slavery testimonies and 
symbols, to insist on the vital importance of con- 
tinuing the Anti-Slavery Society seems to me 
savours of an exclusiveness or eccentricity which 
abolitionists ought not to exhibit; for the work 
that remains to be done is not concerning slaves, 
but wholly with reference to those who are free, 
and this is a work in which there is nothing 
specially distinctive for abolitionists to do, as of 
old, but in which there are millions of loyal 
hearts and hands to aid and bless. The mission 
of abolitionism, as such, is therefore ended. 
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But, it may be urged, though brought out of 
the house of bondage, the liberated bondmen 
have not yet entered the promised land. I know 
it: they are now im the wilderness, but-I trust 
only for a comparatively short period. Hence, 
though I have made my last anti-slavery speech, 
I am still their sympathizing friend, their advo- 
cate and defender, unceasingly, uncompromis- 
ingly, in public and in private, everywhere and 
always, up to the full measure of complete 
citizenship, with the right to own land, to in- 
herit and bequeath property, to be justly re- 
munerated for their labour, to sue and be sued, 
to testify in all the courts, to be represented and 
vote for representatives, as do the whites. On 
this point there never has been, there is not now, 
any difference in the anti-slavery ranks. 

Again, at the close of its 35th volume, on the 
Ist of January last; I terminated the publication 
of the Liberator. Well, I had a right to do this, 
without bringing any imputation on my fidelity 
to the cause of my coloured countrymen. It is 
simply a question of instrumentalities, of means, 
of methods of bag ont principles or aims. 
My dominant motive in discontinuing the Libe- 
rator was to let its publicaton cover the exact 
period of the anti-slavery struggle from the time 
of its enunciation of the doctrine of immediate 
emancipation to the ushering in of the year of 
jubilee. 

But is this to pull down the flag, to beat a re- 
treat, or to say that nothing more remains to be 
done for the freedom, safety, and equality of 
those from whose hands the manacles have fallen ? 
It is a slanderous charge, however covertly made, 
or by whomsoever brought; and this is my 
answer to it. 

But, it may be asked, was it not among the 
objects set forth in the anti-slavery declaration 
of sentiments, and in the constitution of the 
American Anti-Slavery Society, to secure to the 
free coloured population all the civil and political 
rights enjoyed by the whites? Certainly. But 
that is my thunder. That is primitive abolition- 
ism. Then why dissolve the Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety before those rights are obtained? I answer, 
they cannot be so properly contended for under 
an anti-slavery flag, as there are no slaves to be 
liberated; they relate to citizenship, not to a 
state of chattelism, and are to be argued on that 
plane alone. I answer again, because up to the 
time of the outbreak of the rebellion, the abo- 
litionists were compelled to be isolated, and to 
band together as best they could for the promo- 
tion of their righteous but everywhere unpopular 
cause. Then, as midnight darkness prevailed, 
their single torchlight was seen far and wide, 
and rendered invaluable service; but now that 
the sun is risen, and brightening more and more 
unto the perfect day, that torehlight is no longer 
distinctly visible, and no longer needed, In 
other words, the few have become the many, the 
small minority the overwhelming majority, the 
weak have become the headstone of the corner. 
To aid, to elevate, to protect, to clothe with equal 
civil and political rights the coloured population 
of the country, is now a common concern. There 
is no subject so discussed in private and in public, 
by the press and in the forum, in the lyceum 
and the legislative hall, as that concerning the 
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citizenship of those who have had their personal 
liberty restored. Our co-workers are legion. 

Whatever remains of the old slaveholding, re- 
bellious element at the South (and it is still there 
in t force and virulence) is to be grappled 
with, not by an insignificant body of abolitionists, 
but by the whole loyal strength of the country, 
and held in subjection until rendered powerless. 
It no longer relates to abolitionism, but to the 
rights of freemen, the constitutional prerogatives 
of the Federal Government, and the establish- 
ment of vareeenees republican institutions 
throughout the land. 








THE VETOED FREEDMEN’S 
BUREAU BILL. 


We have given, in another column, the 
full text of the Civil Rights’ Bill, and, as 
a fitting pendant, present a synopsis of the 
Bill to enlarge the powers of the Freed- 
men’s Bureau, which was vetoed by the 
President, 


SYNOPSIS. 


Sec. 1. Original Act to continue in force; 
President to establish twelve less districts, with 
an Assistant Commissioner for each, appointed, 
or, in his discretion, detailed from the army. 

Sec. 2. The Commissioner to assign sub-dis- 
tricts, with one agent to each. Assistant Com- 
missioners may have six clerks, agents of sub- 
districts two; military jurisdiction to extend 
over all employées of the Bureau. 

Sec. 3. Secretary of War may direct such 
issues of provisions, clothing, fuel, etc., for re- 
fugees and freedmen, as he deems needful. 

Sec. 4. President may reserve for freedmen 
and refugees 3,000,000 acres of unoccupied Jand 
in Florida, Mississippi, and Arkansas, which the 
Commissioner of the Bureau shall allot in forty- 
acre parcels ; rent thereof to be based on a valua- 
tion of land, and occupants may purchase at 
assessed value. 

Sec. 5. Titles to Sea Islands, etc., under Sher- 
man’s order, confirmed for three years. 

Sec. 6. Commissioner that purchases lands 
required for the support of dependent freedmen 
and refugees, and build asylums and schools; 
Congress to provide appropriations for the same, 
and the lands not to be sold at less than cost. 

Sec. 7. Where rights of labour, of contract, 
of inheritance, of property, the equal benefit of 
laws, security of persons, etc., are denied to 
freedmen, the President shall extend military 
jurisdiction and jurisprudence for their protec- 
tion. 

Sec. 8. Whoever subjects any freedmen to 
Slavery or involuntary servitude, except as pu- 
nishment for crime, or discriminates between white 
and black in penalties, shall be punished by fine 
of 1000 dollars and one year’s imprisonment. 
Officers of the Bureau to have jurisdiction of 
all such complaints, so long as and wherever 
such discrimination on account of colour con- 
tinues, and whatever State and United-States’ 
Courts are not in full and peaceful operation. 
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THE LATE DR. HODGKIN. 


We devote a few lines to record the de- 
cease of a dear personal friend. On the 
5th of April ultimo, Dr. Hodgkin died of 
dysentery, at Jaffa, on his way to Jerusa- 
lem, in company with Sir Moses Monte- 
fiore, engaged on a philanthropic mission. 
As a sincere friend of the negro, who con- 
scientiously laboured to promote the anti- 
slavery cause, the death of Dr. Hodgkin has 
a claim to be reeorded in our columns. His 
whole life was spent in the service of his fel- 
low-creatures of allraces, and those who knew 
him most intimately are best able to testify 
to the Christian consistency of his charac- 
ter, to the gentleness and benevolence of 
his disposition, to the affectionate warmth 
of his attachments, and to the utter un- 
selfishness of his devotion to every good 
cause. He touched philanthropic society 
at so many points, that his loss will be 
severely felt. 


THE JAMAICA INDEMNITY BILL. 


TuHE following correspondence on the sub- 
ject of the Jamaica Indemnity Bill, has 
taken place between the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
and Mr. Cardwell. 
27, New Broad Street, E.C. 
April 2, 1866. 

To the Right Hon. Epwarp CarDWELL, 

Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 

the Colonies. 

Srr,—The intelligence from Jamaica, by 
the recent mails, especially the last two, 
appears to the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society of a nature 
to oF upon them the necessity of me- 
morializing you on the subject of the Bill 
of Indemnity, passed by the Jamaica legis- 
lature, and now awaiting the sanction of 
the Crown. 

The Committee submit, that sufficient 
evidence has now been elicited by the Royal 
Commission to prove that, during the pre- 
valence of martial law, a series of acts of 
the most cruel and atrocious character were 
eo and numbers of persons put 
to death with barely a form of trial ; many 
indeed, without any trial at all. 

The Committee cannot believe that it is 
the intention of Her Majesty’s Government 
to allow the parties responsible for the 
commission of these acts to escape with 
impunity, under cover of the Act of In- 
demnity above referred to. 
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The Committee would respectfully refer 
you to the communication addressed to you 
on their behalf, on the 17th of November 
last, suggesting the propriety of withhold- 
ing the sanction of the Crown from any 
such*Bill, and referring you to the despatch 
of the late Duke of Newcastle, refusing to 
sanction the Indemnity Bill passed by the 
St. Vincent Legislature, on the 22nd of 
October 1862, immediately subsequent to 
the suppression of the riots in that island. 

In that instance, a local riot was at once, 
and without proof thereof, magnified into 
an insurrection, martial law was proclaimed, 
and many atrocities were perpetrated by 
the military, differing only in number and 
in degree from those which it is now esta- 
blished were committed in Jamaica by those 
in authority. 

The late Duke of Newcastle objected to 
the indemnity clause in the St. Vincent 


Bill, upon the ground that ‘‘it would enable | ] 


a person to escape punishment for the most 
wanton and unjustifiable acts, even of homi- 
side, if it could only be shewn, that when 
these acts were committed the party was 
in anywise engaged in suppressing or en- 
deavouring to suppress the insurrection.” * 

The Committee would observe, that the 
Jamaica Indemnity Act is far more 
comprehensive, and therefore far more 
objectionable than the one adverted to as 
having been disallowed by the late Duke 
of Newcastle, for it indemnifies not only 
for acts done in any district in which mar- 
tial law was proclaimed, but also in any in 
which it was not proclaimed ; and, more- 
over, sets forth that there was ‘*a con- 
spiracy to overthrow the constitution and 
government of the island, and to massacre 
all loyal and well-disposed subjects of the 
Queen :” an assertion which, the Committee 
respectfully submit, the evidence up to the 
present time collated has shewn to be with- 
out foundation. 

It is now proved that during the pre- 
valence of martial law in Jamaica “‘the most 
wanton and unjustifiable acts, even of 
homicide,” were committed ; and it cannot 
be doubted that all the parties concerned 
in their commission are amenable to law: 
nevertheless, the course of justice must 
be defeated, if the Indemnity Act be not 
disallowed. Indeed, this is already the 
case, as the mere withholding of the assent 
of the Crown gives the Bill locally the full 
force of law. 

The Committee therefore respectfully 
submit that the circumstances of the pre- 
sent case are such as warrant them to im- 


* (Corres nee relating to the riots in St. 
Vincent, July 1863, page 158. The Duke 
of Newcastle to Governor Walker, 27th No- 
vember 1862.) 
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plore the Crown immediately to disallow 
the act intituled ‘‘An Act to indemnify 
the Governor, and all other enn and 
persons concerned in suppressing the late 
rebellion in this island,” namely Jamaica. , 
On behalf of the Committee, 
(Signed) J. W. Masstz, D.D. 
Chairman of Committee. 
L. A. CHAMEROVZOW, 
Secretary 
MR. CARDWELL’S REPLY. 
Downing Street, 
23rd April 1866. 

Srr,—I am directed by Mr. Secretary 
Cardwell to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd instant, and to acquaint 
you in answer for, the information of the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, that as there is no suspend- 
ing clause in the Indemnity Act, they are 
right in supposing that it has the force of 
aw, unless and until it is positively dis- 
allowed by Her Majesty. 

IT am to add, that the report of the Com- 
missioners is believed to have been already 
adopted, and is expected to be very shortly 
in the possession of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. There does not seem, therefore, to 
be any reason for reconsidering the decision 
at which Her Majesty’s Government had 
already arrived, that until the report shall 
have been received and fully considered, 
no advice can be submitted to Her Majesty 
as to the confirmation or disallowance of 
the Act. 


I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) W.E. Forster. 


To complete this record, we append the 
text of a despatch from Mr. Cardwell to Sir 
Henry Storks, in which Mr. Cardwell sets 
forth his reasons for postponing his de- 
cision. ; 

MR. CARDWELL TO SIR H. STORKS, 
Downing Street, 
January 16th, 1866. 

Srr,—The Act recently passed by the le- 

islature of Jamaica, intituled ‘‘ An Act to 

indemnify the Governor, and all other 

officers and persons concerned in suppress- 

ing the late rebellion in this island,” has 

been under the consideration of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government. 

The whole subject of this indemnity is 
one which must evidently await the ulti- 
mate decision of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment after the evidence taken by the Com- 
mission, of which you are President, shall 
have been fully before them. I shall not, 
therefore, submit to the Queen any advice 
respecting the mode of dealing with this 
Act, 

I take this opportunity, however, of 
repeating to you what is already under- 
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steod by your colleagues in that commis- 
sion and { am sure by yourself also, that 
in conducting your inquiry, or in obtain- 
ing any compulsory powers from the Ja- 
maica legislature, if you shall find it ne- 
cessary to do so, it will be proper to con- 
sider with much care the terms upon which 
evidence should be required or received 
from persons whose proceeding this Act is 
intended to cover. Such persons ought not 
to be compelled to give evidence which 
might compromise. themselves, or allowed 
to give evidence without clearly understand- 
ing that its reception will not be considered 
as a condonation of any misconduct, if 
hereafter misconduct shall be. charged 
against them. 
T have, &c. 
Epwarp CARDWELL. 


THE SLAVE-TRADE PAPERS. 
THE Parliamentary Papers on the slave- 
trade, annually presented, have just been 
issued. We hope, in our next, to repub- 
lish some of the most important despatches : 
meanwhile we hasten to lay before our 
readers a summary of their contents. 

Our attention is always directed, in the 
first place, to the annual report of Her 
Majesty’s Commissary-Judge at the Ha- 
vana ; and we confess to having experienced 
much relief in perusing "ee Bunch’s 
despatch of the Ist of Oct. ult., addressed 
to Earl Russell. He records but one land- 
ing of slaves for the year ending the 30th 
of Sept. 1865. The cargo consisted of 145, 
of whom 143 were recaptured by the 
Spanish authorities, on information pro- 
cured by themselves. This intelligence is 
most startling, the number landed to the 
same date in 1864 being 5105, of whom 
2980 were recaptured. It will thus be 
seen, that within the last period the African 
slave-trade to Cuba may be said to have 
almost ceased. While we cannot refrain 
from expressing our gratitude at this fact, 
we feel it would not be wise to indulge in 
any very ine expectation that the 
trade has y entirely ceased; indeed, 
this is so far from being the case, that, on 
the 5th of March last, the Spanish steamer 
Neptune entered the harbour of Havana, 
towing a schooner having 268 negroes on 
board, which she had captured off Cape San 
Antonio. The vigilance of the local authori- 
ties having prevented the schooner from 
landing her cargo on the spotwhere she first 
touched, led to her capture; not, however, 
before eighty-seven of the unfortunate ne- 
groes had died of hunger and thirst, the 
schooner having been short of provisions. 
The same steamer had previously captured 
the schooner Matilde, with 100 negroes on 
board, who were found provided with 
passes, signed by D. Francisco Marty y 
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Torrens, as[though they were merely in 
transitu from a neighbouring plantation. 


But the palpable diminution of the African 


slave-traffic to Cuba, for a period of 
eighteen months, must be accepted as satis- 
factory evidence that Captain-General Dulce 
has been most earnest and successful in his 
attempts to bring it to an end. It also 
affords a further proof, were any wanting, 
that this officer possesses all the needful 
powers utterly to extirpate this abominable 
trade; and in order to accomplish this de- 
sirable object, it is less new legislation that 
is needed than a continuation of honest 
Governors. We regret to learn that Ge- 
neral Dulce’s term of office has expired, 
and that he is to be replaced by General 
Lersundi, who is reported to be favourably 
disposed towards the slave-traders, and 
whose assumption of the government will 
therefore probably lead to a resumption of 
the traffic. 

Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Cape 
Town reports on the continued activity of 
the slave-dealers, whose principal field of 
operations appears to be confined to the 
Portuguese possessions on the east coast of 
the African continent. The chief export 
of slaves from these possessions is for the 
supply of the Arab trade to the north- 
ward, and to Madagascar, though to a less 
extent, for the French settlements at 
Mayota and Nos-beh. North of Cape 
Delgado large numbers of slaves continue 
to be carried between places within the 
dominion of the Sultan of Zanzibar. The 
number of slaves shipped away from the 
coast is said far to exceed what is required 
for the latter place. The greater portion, 
if not re-shipped there, find their way to 
other ports in small dhows, whence they 
are taken off to the Persian Gulf. 

We would observe on the subject of the 
slave-trade from this quarter of the globe, 
that as there is a great demand for slaves 
in Arabia and Persia, and the prices run 
high, the briskness of the traffic is easily 
accounted for. There appears to be little 
doubt that the slave-trade, which is carried 
on in dhows [from the neigbourhood of 
Mozambique to Madagascar, has greatly 
increased during the last two years. Its 
continued existence is attributed to the 
commercial restrictions which Portugal has 
established, and which have stopped the 
trade of the whole coast, leaving the native 
chiefs and her own subjects nothing but 
the slave-trade to fall back upon. It may 
not be generally known that Portugal sets 
up aclaim to the sovereignty of a line of 
coast extending from Delagoa Bay south to 
Cape Delgado north, some 1500 miles in 
extent, on which she does not actually 

ssess any territory, except the island of 
Scasinbigne. All the northern slave-trade 
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comes from the back of the Portuguese ter- 

ritory, finding its way to the sea through 

—_— north of which no slaves appear to 
e ex , 

The dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar 
are the chief seat of the slave-trade on the 
east coast. Nor does there appear to be 
very much hope of checking it, so long as 
domestic Slavery continues to be an Arab 


-institution. The Sultan himself is said to be 


desirous of preventing the export of slaves 
to Asia, but receives no support from his 
subjects. The whole seaboard population 
is Mohammedan, who consider Slavery to 
be a divine right, and they are, conse- 
quently, hostile to all effort for the sup- 
pression of the slave-trade. 

The above-mentioned facts corroborate 
in a remarkable manner the statement of 
Dr. Livingston in his recently-published 
work, “The Zambesi and its Tributaries.” 
There is no doubt of the extent to which 
this traffic is carried on, and that it is 
really mainly due to the encouragement it 
receives from the Portuguese officials. 

The foreign slave-trade from the Portu- 
guese possessions on the west coast does 
not appear to have revived, although the 
authorities at Loanda are alleged to have 
connived at the shipment of a large cargo 
of slaves from a neighbouring port. Her 
Majesty’s Commissioner, however, com- 
plains of the very large export of Jlibertos 
which takes place to the adjacent island of 
St. Thomas, where, he says, they are really 
reduced back to the condition of slaves. 
These victims are all furnished with appa- 
rently legal passes, and the Portuguese 
authorities assert that the transfer is 
strictly legal. Asa proof of the extinction of 
the foreign slave-trade from the Portuguese 
possessions, we may quote, with reference 
to the one shipment said to have been 
made from a port adjacent to Loanda, that 
the cargo, consisting of 600 slaves, had 
been collected at the port in question, 
Mangua Grande, for three years; but the 
slave-dealer had no opportunity of sending 
them off. Last August these slaves had 
become so terrible a burden to the dealer, 
that he could not afford to keep them any 
longer. It happened that a brigantine ap- 
peared at this critical moment, and the 
slaves were shipped. The brigantine got 
safely off, but did not succeed in landing 
her cargo in Cuba, having been captured 
off the island at the end of September. * 

Commodore Wilmot expresses a very 
strong opinion that the Portuguese local 





* We presume this capture must have been 
effected in October, subsequent to the date of 
Mr. Bunch’s annual report. Commodore Wil- 
mot gives the date in a postscript, and is possibly 
mistaken. (Ep. 4. S. RB.) 
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authorities are sincere in their desire to 
suppress the slave-trade. ; 

. Baker, the celebrated Nile traveller, 
reported to Colonel Stanton, who commu- 
nicated the fact to Earl Russell on the 26th 
September last, that in consequence of the 
energetic measures adopted by the Egyptian 
Government, consequent upon the repre- 
sentations made by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, no slaves had been brought down to 
Khartoum during the twelve months then 
expired. Mr. Baker attributes the trade 
entirely to the ivory-traders, who are, he 
says, either openly slave-dealers, or allow 
the men employed in their service to col- 
lect slaves on their own account. The 
Egyptian Government have so far inter- 
fered with this inhuman traffic as to pre- 
vent the passage of slaves down the river ; 
and.a hope is expressed that this step, in 
connexion with others which have been 
taken by Her Majesty’s Government to 
stop the issues to the Red Sea, will finally 
end the slave-trade from these parts. 

The reports from the various Consuls in 
Brazil are conclusive as to the non-resump- 
tion of the African slave-trade to that 
country. 

The above summary comprises all the 
facts essential to form a judgment as to 
the present extent of the slave-trade. 
There is no doubt that Her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment and its representatives are vigi- 
lant, and anxiously desirous to suppress it, 
by all the means they have at command ; 
and we think our readers will concur with 
us, that the prospect of its proximate ex- 
tinction is encouraging. 


THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL. 

On the 13th of March ultimo, the United- 
States’ Congress completed a piece of legis- 
lation, which may be designated as monu- 
mental ; indicating, as it does, one of those 
periods in the history of a nation, which 
posterity Jooks back upon as a point of de- 

rture in a new career of progress. We 
allude to the final adoption of the Civil 
Rights Bill by the House of Representa- 
tives, by a vote of 122 against 41. The 
Speaker announced the passage of the Bill 
in the following words : 

‘‘Two-thirds of the House having, on 
reconsideration, eed to the passage of 
this Bill, and it being certified officially 
that the Senate, by a similar majority, has 
also agreed to its passage, I do therefore, 
by the authority of the constitution of the 
United States, declare that an Act to pro- 
tect all persons in the United States im 
their civil rights, and furnish the means of 
their own vindication, has become a law.” 

Our readers are no doubt aware that the 
President had vetoed this Bill, which was 
thereupon returned to Congress, and passed 
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a second time, sewerage Tw objec- 
tions of the President. He alread 
vetoed the Freedmen’s Bureau Bill, for 
which the one in question was presented as 
a substitute. We believe it is only the 
second instance in American history of a 
measure having been carried against the 
President’s veto. The first instance oc- 
curred under President Tyler, in the case 
of an unimportant Bill. On the other 
hand there were twenty-six precedents for 
vetoing Bills. Washington. vetoed two, 
Madison six, Monroe one, Andrew Jack- 
son nine. Tyler four, Polk three, Buchanan 
one. Mr. Johnson has added two to the 
list. The absolute majority required to 
negative a veto, is a two-thirds one, and 
there can be no doubt that the power re- 
served to Congress to carry a measure over 
the President’s head is most salutary as a 
safeguard of popular rights. 

e refer our readers to the column in 
the present Number, containing the text 
of this important Bill, which may be called 
the Negroes’ Magna Charta, It was obvi- 
ously framed specially to protect him in 
all the rights and privileges of citizenship, 
and doubtless, in due course of time, the 
suffrage will be extended to him. It is 
not fair to cry out against the Southern 
States or the pro-slavery party, for seeking 
to exclude the negro from participation in 
electoral privileges so long as in the North- 
ern States, he stands, in like manner, de- 
barred from their exercise. There is in- 
deed great inconsistency in exacting of the 
Southern States, with respect to the negro- 
suffrage question, more than the Northern 
States themselves are disposed to accord. 
It is unquestionable that each State pos- 
sesses the right of restricting the privilege 
of voting as it may see fit, and it there- 
fore behoves the Northern States to legis- 
late away—wherever they exist—all restric- 
tions upon the right of suffrage, which are 
based upon complexional differences alone. 

In passing the Freedmen’s Bureau Bill 
and the Civil Rights Bill, Congress acted 
upon that clause in the Constitutional 
amendment abolishing Slavery, which em- 
powered it to carry out that object by suit- 
able legislation. Of the two, the new Bill 
of Rights finds more favour with us than 
its predecessors, because it releases the 
freedmen from a tutelage, which could not 
have been continued without ultimate un- 
due interference with their independence 
of action. As employers discovered that 
that the negroes will work in all seasons 
for fair wages, and as the ne. 
that every thing could not 


8 learned 
done for 


them, but that they must depend, in a 
measure, upon themselves, matters were 
tending to settle down to a point at which 
self-interest would have regulated the con- 
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ditions of employment. As, however, in 


y | the absence of those rights which the new 


Bill confers, the freedmen would have been 
open to the oppression and injustice inse- 
parable from cupidity, love of power, and 

ride of race, the Freedmen’s Bureau was 

ighly desirable as a protective insti- 
tution ; but, placed by the new Bill in a 
position of perfect equality before the law 
with their fellow-citizens, the ordinary tri- 
bunals are open to them to obtain redress 
of any grievance. No doubt it will be ne- 
cessary, for a long time yet, to watch the 
operation of the Bill, lest its object be de- 
feated by States’ legislation ; but we think 
it cannot be doubtful that it will be impos- 
sible for individual States to enact laws 
not in harmony with the declared policy of 
the Government, as set forth in the Civil 
Rights Bill. 


THE TEXT OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
BILL 


WE append the text of the “Civil Rights 
Bill,” which, after having been adopted by 
Congress, was vetoed by the President, but, 
on being re-submitted to Congress, was 
finally passed, ‘‘ the objections of the Pre- 
sident to the contrary notwithstanding,” 
by a vote in the Senate of 33 to 15, and in 
the House of Representatives, by one of 
122 to 14. 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL. 
Be it enacted, §c., That all persons born in the 

United States, and not subject to any forei 

ower, excluding Indians not taxed, are hereby 

eclared to be citizensof the United States’; and 
such citizens of every race and colour, without 
regard to any previous condition of slavery or 
involuntary service, except as a punishment for 
crime whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted, shall have the same right in every 
State and Territory to make and enforce con- 
tracts, to sue, to be sued, be parties and “at 
evidence, to inherit, purchase, lease, sell, hold 
and convey real and personal property; and to 
full and equal benefit of all laws and proceedings 
for the security of person and property as is 
enjoyed by white citizens; and shall be subject 
to like punishment, pains, and penalties, and to 
none other, any law, statute, ordinance, regula- 
tion, or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. And that any person who, under 

colour of any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, 
or custom, shall subject, or cause to be subjected, 
any inhabitant of any State or Territory to the 
deprivation of any right secured or protected by 
this Act, or to punishment, pains, and penalties 
on account of such person having at any time 
been held in a condition of slavery or involuntary 
servitude, except for the punishment of crime 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 
or by reason of his colour or race, than is pre- 
scribed for the punishment of white persons, shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour, and on con- 
viction shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
1000 dols., or imprisonment not exceeding one 
year, or both, in the discretion of the court. 
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Sto. 3. That the District Courts of the United 
States, within their respective districts, shall 
have, exclusively of the Courts of the several 
States, cognizance of all crimes and offences 
committed against the provisions of this Act, and 
also, concurrently with the Circuit Courts of the 
United States, of all causes, civil and criminal, 
affecting persons who are denied, or cannot en- 
force in the Courts of judicial tribunal of the 
State or locality where they may be, any of the 
rights secured to them by the first section of this 
Act; and if any suit or prosecution, civil or cri- 
minal, has been or shall be commenced in any 
State Court against any such person, for any 
cause whatsoever, civil or military, or any other 
person, any arrest or imprisonment, trespasses 
or _—? done or committed by virtue or under 
colour of authority derived from this Act, or the 
Act establishing a Bureau for the relief of Freed- 
men and Refugees, and all acts amendatory 
thereof, or for refusing to do any act upon the 
ground that it would be inconsistent with this 
Act, such defendant shall have the right to re- 
move such cause for trial to the proper District 
or Circuit Court in the manner prescribed by the 
Act relating to Habeas Corpus, and regulating 
judicial proceedings in certain cases, approved 
March 3, 1863, and all acts amendatory thereto 
The jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters 
hereby conferred on the District and Circuit 
Courts of the United States, shall be exercised 
and enforced in conformity with the laws of the 
United States, so far as such laws are suitable to 
carry the same into effect ; but in all cases where 
such laws are not adapted to the object, or are 
deficient in the provisions necessary to furnish 
suitable remedies and punish offences against the 
law, the common law, as modified and changed 
by the constitution and statutes of the State 
wherein the Court having jurisdiction of the 
cause, civil or criminal, is held, so far as the 
same is not inconsistent with the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, shall be extended, 
and govern said Courts in the trial and disposition 
of such cause; and, if of a criminal nature, in 
the infliction of punishment on the party found 
guilty. 

Src. 4. That the District-Attorneys, Marshals 
and Deputy-Marshals of the United States, the 
Commissioners approved by the Circuit and Ter- 
ritorial Courts of the United States, with power 
of arresting, imprisoning or bailing offenders 
against the laws of the United States, the officers 
and agents of the Freedmén’s Bureau, and every 
other officer who may be especially empowered 
by the President of the United States, sball be 
and they are hereby especially authorized and 
required, at the expense of the United States, to 
institute proceedings against all and every person 
who shall violate the provisions of this act, and 
cause him or them to be arrested and imprisoned, 
or bailed, as the case may be, for trial before 
such of the United-States or Territorial Courts 
as by this Act has cognizance of the offence; and 
with a view to affording reasonable protection to 
all persons in their constitutional rights of equity 
before the Jaw, without distinction of race, or 
colour, or previous condition of Slavery, or invo- 
luntary servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime, whereof the party shall have been duly 
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convicted, and the prompt discharge of the duties 
of this Act, it shall be the duty of the Circuit 
Courts of the United States, and the Superior 
Courts of the Territories of the United States, 
from time to time, to increase the number of 
Commissioners, so as to afford a speedy and con- 
venient means for the arrest and examination of 
persons charged with a violation of this Act. 

Src. 5. That said Commissioners shall have 
concurrent jurisdiction with the Judges of the 
Circuit and District Courts of the United States, 
and the Judges of the Superior Courts of the 
Territories, severally and collectively, in term 
time and vacation, upon satisfactory proof being 
made, to issue warrants and precepts for arrest— 
ing and bringing before them all offenders against 
the provisions of this act, and, on examination, 
to discharge, admit to bail, or commit them for 
trial, as the facts may warrant. 

Sec. 6. And such Commissioners are hereby 
authorized and required to exercise and discharge 
all the powers and duties conferred on them by 
this Act, and the same duties with regard to the 
offences created by this Act as they are authorized 
by law to exercise with regard to other offences 
against the Jaws of the United States. That it 
shall be the duty of the Marshals and Deputy- 
Marshals to obey and execute all warrants and 
precepts issued under the provisions of the act, 
when to them directed; and should any Marshal 
or Deputy-Marshal refuse to receive such war- 
rant or other process when tendered, or to use all 
proper means diligently to execute the same, he 
shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in the sum 
of one thousand dollars, to the use of the person 
upon whom the accused is alleged to have com- 
mitted the offence. And the better to enable the 
Commissioners to execute their duties faithfully 
and efficiently, in conformity with the Constitu~ 
tion of the United States and the requirements 
of this Act, they are hereby authorized and em- 
powered, within their counties respectively, to 
appoint, in writing, under their hands, any one 
or more suitable persons from time to time to 
execute all such warrants and other process as 
may be issued by them in the lawful performance 
of their respective duties, and the persons so ap= 
pointed to execute any warrant or process as 
aforesaid shall have authority to summon and 
call to their aid the bystanders, cr posse comitatus 
of the proper county, or such portion of the land 
or naval forces of the United States or of the 
militia as may be necessary to the performance 
of the duty with which they are charged, and to 
insure a faithful observance of the clause of the 
Constitution which prohibits Slavery in con- 
formity with the provisions of this Act; and said 
warrants shall run and be executed by said officers 
anywhere in the State or Territory within which 
they are issued. 

Src. 7. That any person who shall knowingly 
and wrongfully obstruct, hinder, or prevent any 
officer or other person charged with the execution 
of any warrant or process issued under the pro- 
visions of this Act, or any person or persons law- 
fully assisting him or them from arresting any 
person for whose apprehension such warrant or 
process may have been issued, or shall rescue or 
| attempt to rescue such person from the custody 

ofthe officer, or person or persons, or those law- 
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fully assisting as aforesaid when so arrested, 
pursuant to the authority herein given and de- 
clared, or shall aid, abet, or assist any person so 
arrested as aforesaid, directly or indirectly, to 
escape from the custody of the officer or other 
persons legally authorized as aforesaid, or shall 
harbour or conceal any person for whom a war- 
rant or process shall have been issued as afore- 
said, so as to prevent his discovery and arrest 
after notice or knowledge of the fact that a war- 
rant has been issued for the apprehension of such 
person, shall, for either of said offences, be subject 
to a fine not exceeding 1000 dols. and imprison- 
ment not exceeding six months, by indictment 
before the District Court of the United States for 
the district in which the said offence may have 
been committed, or. before the proper Court of 
criminal jurisdiction, ‘if committed within any 
one of the organized Territories of the United 
States. 

Sxc. 8. That the District- Attorneys, the Mar- 
shals, their Deputies and the Clerks of the said 
District and Territoral Courts, shall be paid for 
their services the like fees as may be allowed to 
them for similar services in other cases; and in 
all cases where the proceedings are before a Com- 
missioner he shall be entitled to a fee of ten dols. 
in full for his services in each case, inclusive of 
all services incident to such arrest and examina- 
tion. The person or persons authorized to exe- 
cute the process to be issued by such Commis- 
sioners for the arrest of offenders against the 
provisions of this Act, shall be entitled to a fee of 
five dols. for each person he or they may arrest 
and take before any such Commissioner as afore- 
said, with such other fees as may be deemed rea- 
sonable by such Commissioner for such other ad- 
ditional services as may be necessarily performed 
by him or them—such as attending at the ex- 
amination, keeping the prisoner in custody, and 
providing with food and lodgings during his de- 
tention and until the final determination of such 
Commissioner, and in general for performing 
such other duties as may be required in the pre- 
mises, such fees to be made up in conformity 
with the fees usually charged by the officers of 
the Court of Justice within the proper district or 
county near as practicable, and paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States, on the certificate 
of the district within which the arrest is made, 
and to be recoverable from the defendant as part 
of the judgment in case of conviction. 

Szo. 9, That whenever the President of the 
United States shall have reason to believe that 
offences have been or are likely to be committed 

inst the provisions of this Act within any 
judicial district, it shall be lawful for him, in his 
discretion, to direct the Judge, Marshal, and 
District-Attorney of such district to attend at 
such place within the district, and for such time 
as he may designate, for the purpose of the more 
speedy arrest and trial of persons charged with a 
violation of this Act; and it shall be the duty of 
every judge or other officer, when any such re- 
uisition shall be received by him, to attend at 
the place and for the time therein designated. 

Seo. 10. That it shall be lawful for the Presi- 
dent of the United States, or such persons as he 
may empower for that purpose, to employ such 
part of the land or naval forces of the United 
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States, or of the militia, as shall be necessary to 
prevent the violation and enforce the due execu 
tion of this Act. 

Sxo, 11. That upon all questions of law, aris- 
ing in any cause under the provisions of this Act, 
a final appeal may be taken to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 








PRESIDENT JOHNSON’S PEACE 
PROCLAMATION. 


WueEn President Johnson vetoed the Freed- 
men’s Bureau Bill, he intimated his inten- 
tion to declare the state of war between 
the North and the South to be at an end. 
He considered the Freedmen’s Bureau, as 
then in operation, to be sufficient for the 
purposes contemplated by its establish- 
ment, insisting upon the fact, that its 
functions were to continue for one year 
after peace should be declared. Obviously 
with a view to expedite the term of its ex- 
istence, and, we cannot help thinking, with 
some latent intent to complicate the 
question of reconstruction, he issued the 
following 
DECLARATION OF PEACE. 

Whereas the President of the United States 
at different times in 1861 and 1862, declared cer- 
tain States to be in insurrection, and during 
July 1861, Congress adopted resolutions declar- 
ing that war was waged solely to maintain the 
supremacy of the constitution, and to preserve 
the Union with all the dignity and quality of 
the rights of the States unimpaired, and that as 
soon as these objects were accomplished, the war 
ought to cease ; 

hereas no organized or armed resistance to 
Federal authority exists in the late insurrection- 
ary States, and the proper Federal or States’ 
civil authority can enforce the laws therein, and 
the people are loyally disposed, and have con- 
formed, or will conform, by legislation, to the 
condition of affairs growing out of the constitu- 
tional amendment prohibiting Slavery ; 

Whereas, in view of the before-recited pre- 
mises, it is the manifest determination of the 
American people that no State, of its own will, 
can secede from the Union, and that therefore 
each State ought to remain and constitute an in- 
tegral part of the United States; 

Whereas the people of the said insurrection- 
ary States, in the manner aforesaid, have given 
satisfactory evidence of acquiescence in this sov- 
ereign and important resolution of national 


unity ; 

Whereas it is believed to be a fundamental 
principle of government, that people who have 
revolted, and been overcome and subdued, must 
either be treated so as to induce them volunta- 
rily to become friends, or else be held by abso- 
lute military power, so as to prevent them from 
ever again doing harm as enemies, which last- 
aaa policy is abhorrent to humanity and free- 
dom ; 

Whereas the constitution provides for consti« 
tutional communities only as States, and not as 
territories, dependencies, provinces, or protecto- 
rates ; 
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Whereas such constituent States must neces- | 
sarily be, and by the constitution are, made equal 
and placed on a like footing as to political rights, 
immunities, dignity, and power with the States 
with which they are united; 

Whereas the observance of political equality is 
2 principle of right and justice, and is well calcu- 
lated to encourage the people of the aforesaid 
States to be and become more constant in their 
renewed allegiance ; 

Whereas standing armies, military occupation, 
martial law, military tribunals, and suspension 
of the habeas corpus, are in time of peace dan- 
gerous to public liberty, incompatible with indi- 
vidual rights, contrary to the genius and spirit 
of American institutions, and ought not, there- 
fore, to be sanctioned, except in cases of neces- 
— for repelling invasion or suppressing rebel- 

ion ; 

Whereas the policy of the Federal Govern- 
ment, from the beginning to the end of the rebel- 
lion, has been in conformity with the principles 
herein set forth,—I therefore proclaim the in- 
surrection in Georgia, North and South Caro- 
lina, Virginia, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Florida, to be ended, 
and henceforth to be so regarded. 








FREEDMENS’-AID MOVEMENT. 


EncLianp.—A public meeting, to inaugu- 
rate the National Freedmen’s-Aid Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland, was held in 
the Westminster-Palace Hotel, London, on 
Tuesday the 24th ultimo. His Grace the 
Duke of Argyle in the chair. 

There were also on the platform—Sir T. 
Fowell Buxton, Bart., President of the 
National Freedmen’s-Aid Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland; John Bright, Esq., 
M.P., Thomas Hughes, Esq., M.P.; 
Thomos Norton, Esq.; Josiah Forster, 
Esq.; B. H. Cadbury, Esq. (Birming- 
ham,) John Taylor, Esq. ; Arthur Albright, 
Esq. ; Rev. A. Raleigh, D.D., Rev. Samuel 
Minton, M.A. (Hon. Secretaries of the 
National Freedmens’-Aid Union); Rey. 
William Shaw, President of the Wesleyan 
Conference; Robert Ferguson, Esq., Car- 
lise; L. A. Chamerovzow, Esq.; Rev. A. 
Hampton, Secretary, &e. 

The Chairman said he had the honour of 
presiding at their meeting last year, and 
he should therefore have been glad if some 
one else had taken the chair upon the pre- 
sent occasion, because he thought change 
was very desirable. He feared there was 
a certain amount of shyness on the part of 
public men in taking part in any matter of 
this sort, which arose, not from any want 
of sympathy, but from a fear that it was 
more or less in pursuance of American poli- 
tics. He had no sympathy with that feel- 
ing, and although America was in the 
midst of a political contest, involving great 
acrimony of feeling and a great difliculty, 
he was sure they took no interest in such 
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contests in this country, except in so far 
as they concerned the question of Slavery., 
He would say that unless the negroes 
were assured of their civil right there 
was practically no abolition of Slavery. 
There was no one in the room who had a 
greater desire than he had for the total 
abolition of Slavery, and he had no doubt 
that America, by the working of its own 
free institutions, would arrive at a satis- 
tory settlement of the question. English- 
men were bound to assist the negroes, who 
were in a state of transition under new con- 
ditions of labour. He had lately heard 
from an honourable gentleman who had 
travelled in America, that there was pain- 
ful evidence there of the cruelties and hard- 
ships which were practised in the South. 
He was sure, as far as the public were con- 
cerned, no appeal would be made to them 
in vain in a matter of such importance as 
this, which had been mentioned in the 
Queen’s speech at the opening of the ses- 
sion. 

His Grace then read a number of ex- 
tracts from the reports of the American 
branches of the Freedmen’s-Aid Associa- 
tion, shewing the way in which the money 
subscribed had been spent, and the manner 
in which the various objects of the Asso- 
ciation were carried out, concluding by read- 
ing the following statement of the Com- 
mittee : 

‘Tn reporting to this meeting the for- 
mation of the National Freedmen’s - Aid 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland, con- 
sisting of from forty to fifty Associations 
and Committees, we are pleased to be able 
to state that there has been raised 86,0002. 
for the great objects contemplated by the 
Union. The Associations and Committees 
comprised in the Union are as follows: The 
Friends’ Central Committee for the Relief 
of the Emancipated Slaves of North Ame- 
rica; the Birmingham and Midland Freed- 
men’s-Aid Association, Banbury, Bath, Bel- 
fast, Birkenhead, Bradford, Brighton, Bris- 
tol, Bridport, Carlisle, Cheltenham Co- 
ventry, Darlington, Derby, Dublin, Dun- 
dee, Edinburgh, Evesham, Glagow, Glou- 
cester, Halifax, Hertford, Kendal, Leeds, 
Leicester, Liverpool, London, Luton, Mal- 
ton, Manchester, Mansfield, Mere, Neath, 
Newcastlo-on-Tyne, Northampton, Not- 
tingham, Peterborough, Reading, Rugby, 
Rochester, Sheftield, Southampton, Stour- 
bridge, Worcester, York. We hope, 
through the vigorous action of the Union, 
in the course of the summer to increase 
the sum already subscribed to at least 
100,000/.; and that assistance will con- 
tinue to be liberally afforded until the 

+ practical work of emancipation shall 
} map lete,” 
The Rey. Dr. Howson moved, and Sir 
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Thomas Fowell Buxton, Bart., M.P., se- 
conded, the first resolution : 


That this meeting regards the progress of 
events during the past twelve months, as affect- 
ing the American freedmen, with profound in- 
terest, and considers the evident and intelligent 
fitness of an increasing number of the coloured 
— for the proper use of their newly-acquired 

om, their thirsting desire after education, 
together with their readiness to undertake labour, 
as sO many new and powerful incentives to en- 
larged philanthropic effort on their behalf. 


Mr. John Bright, M.P., moved, and Mr. 
Thomas Hughes, M.P., seconded, the se- 
cond resolution : 


That in view of the devoted labours of the 
American people through their various Freed- 
men’s-Aid Associations, combined with the co- 
operation of the Government, to meet the physical 
and moral necessities of the freedmen, this meet- 
ing regards the aid afforded hitherto by the 
British public, estimated at more than 80,000/., 
as a proper and graceful expression of our sym- 
poy and would earnestly recommend that it 

largely augmented. The undeniable interest 
which the British people have in the freedmen’s 
welfare combines with other considerations of 
justice and gratitude to require that such aid 
should be supplied until the great and critical 
work of emancipation may be truly said to be 
complete. 


The Rev. W. Shaw, and Mr. Ferguson, 
respectively moved and seconded the third 
resolution : 


That this meeting considers the closer union 
of British Freedmen’s-Aid Associations in’ this 
benevolent labour as of prime importance, and 
the national form which such union (comprising 
more than thirty Associations) has taken, as 
eminently adapted for its purpose; and would 
earnestly commend the claims of the National 
Freedmen’s-Aid Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland to the favour and co-operation of all 
friends of the freedmen. 


B. Cadbury, Esq., and A. Albright, Esq., 
of Birmingham, moved and seconded the 
fourth resolution : 


That the most hearty thanks of this meeting 
be presented to Messrs. Inman and Co., Messrs. 
Guion and Co., Messrs. C. Grimshaw and Co., 
Messrs. Rathbone Brothers and Co., the Cunard 
Company, and the National Steam-boat Com- 
pany, for their courtesy and generosity in con- 
veying from Great Britain to the United States 
of America, free of freight, 1200 packages of 
goods for the use of the freed coloured people. 


These resolutions were unanimously 
adopted. 

A collection was made, and a subscrip- 
tion taken up in the room, which were an- 
nounced to have amounted to nearly a 
thousand pounds. 

France.—On the 17th of January ult., 
a public meeting, convened by the French 
Ladies’ Freedmen’s-Aid Society, was held 
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in the Salle Herz, Paris, under the Presi- 
dency of M. Laboulaye. No resolutions 
were submitted, but addresses were deli- 
vered by Prince Albert de Broglie, the 
Rev. Pastors Grandpierre and Dhombres, 
and MM. Franck, A. Cochin, and L. A. 
Chamerovzow. 

The meeting realized to the Society’s 
treasury somewhat more than 1207. 

A public concert for the same object was 
also given in Paris, on the 4th ult., which 
realized 2001. We understand that mea- 
sures are being taken for another public 
meeting in the same city, and for the same 
object, and that the Ladies’ Society has 
raised about 3000/., in money and clothes. 








THE NEW GOVERNOR OF JAMAICA. 


Ir is stated that the Government has re- 
solved to send out William Rawson Raw- 
son, Esq., C.B., to take the place of Sir 
Henry Storks, as Governor of Jamaica, 
Mr. Eyre to be at once recalled. We 
give below the official statement of Mr. 
Rawson’s official career, taken from the 
Colonial-Office List for the current year : 


Rawsoy, Rawson W1tt1aM, C.B.—Appointed 
a clerk in the Board of Trade, January 1829 ; 
served as private Secretary to the Vice—Presi- 
dent, Mr. C. Poulett Thomson, 1830—34; to 
the President, Mr. Alexander Baring, 1834; 
and to the Vice-President, Mr. W. K. Glad- 
stone, 1841-42; acted as Secretary to the Pilot- 
age Commission, 1834—36; appointed Civil Se- 
cretary to the Governor-General of Canada, 
August 1842, transferred, upon the abolition of 
that office, to the Treasurership of Mauritius, 
January 1844; wae Colonial Secretary of 
the Cape of Good Hope, May 1854; admitted a 
companion of the Civil Order of the Bath, Octo- 
ber 1858; appointed Governor of the Bahamas, 
November 1864. 


THE FREEDMEN IN KENTUCKY. 


Tue following, coming from Kentucky, is 
addressed to Major General O. O. Howard, 
Commissioner of Bureau of Refugees, Freed- 
men, and abandoned Lands, War Depart- 
ment, Washington, District Columbia. 








[ OFFICIAL. ] 

General,—In compliance with instructions re- 
ceived from the Department, directing me to 
proceed to the city of Lexington, Ky., to ex- 
amine into the condition of the freedmen in that 
part of the State, 1 have the honour to report 
that I visited Lexington and vicinity, and prose- 
cuted my investigation for the period of about 
one month, adopting the following method: In 
all cases of extreme cruelty to the freedmen, I 
have relied upon the best and most reliable 
evidence I could procure, taken under oath. In 
regard to minor acts of cruelty, either to persons 
or property, and in reference to the economical, 
social, and moral condition of the race, I have 





























——EEE 








may 1, 1866,] 


been controlled by personal observation, Rided by 
information received from intelligent and trust- 
worthy sources. 

From the depositions taken by me and here- 
with transmitted, I have compiled the facts in 
the more extreme cases of cruelty and outrage 
for reference, and make the same a part and 
parcel of my report. 

An examination of the sworn evidence, or the 
abstracts made therefrom, reveal to you sixty 
cases of outrage, in a limited district and period, 
unparalleled in their atrocity and fiendishness 
—cruelties for which, in no instance, as devolved 
by the testimony, is the least shadow of excuse 
or palliation. 

ou will observe I have been able in most 
instances to give you the names of the injured ; 
in many, the names of the offenders, with dates 
and localities. 

I have classified these outrages as follows :— 

Twenty-three cases of most severe and in- 
human beating and whipping of men, four of 
beating and shooting, two of robbing and shoot- 
ing, three of robbing, five men shot and killed, 
two shot and wounded, four beaten to death, 
one beaten and roasted, three women assaulted 
and ravished, four women beaten, two women 
tied up and whipped until insensible, two men 
and three families beaten and driven from their 
homes and their property destroyed, two instances 
of burning of dwellings and one of the inmates 
shot. Of those victims, twelve men were Union 
soldiers and three women the wives of Union 
soldiers. 

And yet I regret to say that these cases con- 
stitute but a portion of the catalogue of cruelties. 
I heard of quite a number of additional cases, 
but did not succeed in obtaining the proof, for 
want of time and proper facilities. White men, 
however friendly to the freedmen, disliked to 
make depositions in these cases, for fear of per- 
sonal violence. The same reason influences the 
black: he is fearful, timid and trembling. 

He knows that since he has been a freedman 
he has not, up to this time, had the protection of 
either the Federal or State authorities; that 
there is no way to enforce his rights or redress 
his wrongs. The civil authorities will give him 
no relief; and this department, up to this writing, 
has been powerless. 

Of the offences reported, there has been but 
one arrest by the civil authorities, and that was 
a case of murder, the murderer released on light 
bail, and now at large, no effort having been 
made to bring him to trial. 

The arm of the civil law has, however, been 
brought in requisition quite recently to release 
and protect offenders. 

On the night of the 16th of February 1866, a 

g of white men, residents of Bath county, 
entered the house of Jos. Balls, a person who has 
been a freedman for a number of years—humbdle 
and inoffensive, and much respected—the owner 
of forty acres of land-—and beat and most hor- 
ribly mangled him; his body was burst open, his 
intestines protruding. 

He lingered two days in agony, anddied. At 
the same time they set upon another old coloured 
man, named Thacket, who was at the house of 
Balls, beating him for some time, putting out an 
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eye, and then very deliberately placed him over 
the fire, roasting him first upon one side and then 
upon the other. Upon the same night, and, as 
it is presumed, by a portion of the same gang, an 
attack was made on the house of Pate Burns, 
about four miles from the residence of Balls. 
Burns was a most exemplary man, and a preacher 
of the Gospel; and they robbed him of his bacon, 
money, and clothing, shot him in the head, 
severely wounding him, and there, in his presence, 
ravished his wife. Two other coloured persons, 
who were in the house of Burns at this time, 
were severely beaten, and one of them shot in the 
head. Two of the offenders were arrested by the 
Agent of the Freedmen’s Bureau of Bath county, 
and, while removing them for safe keeping to a 
military camp, a writ of habeas corpus was 
issued by Judge Hepperson, of Montgomery 
county, and the men discharged and set at 
liberty, he holding that the Freedmen’s Bureau 
has no legal existence in Kentucky, and that the 
writ of habeas corpus is not suspended in this 
State. 

These views are sought to be impressed upon 
the people by leading men, and are the source of 
much difficulty. 

The fact should be impressed upon the minds 
of the people, not only that the Bureau has a 
legal existence in Kentucky, but that it has also 
a real one. 

It does me pleasure to report that the freedmen 
exhibit an earnest desire for education. 

One of the most humane and excellent gentle- 
men of Lexington, long resident in Kentucky, 
told me he was astonished to see such an intense 
desire for information, and that he thought the 
freed children were learning faster than the 
whites of the same age. Persons at the age of 
fifty are learning to read and write. 

In Lexington they are well provided with 
schools, but sadly deficient in country places. 

In some of the counties there are organized 
bands of men called “ rangers,” ‘* moderators,” 
*‘ nigger-killers,” who have driven the freedmen 
entirely out of certain sections, and begin, at 
last, to threaten and intimidate Union white 
men. In the city of Lexington the freedmen 
receive fair wages, and this is the case, I think, 
in some other sections; but there are counties 
and portions of counties, where they are forced 
or intimidated to work as low as six or seven 
dollars a month, and other counties induced to 
work without a stipulated price. In Jessamine 
county alone, are contracts to any extent brought 
under the supervision of the agents of the Bureau, 
and there its beneficial effects are beginning to 
be felt by all interested. 

Until this system is fairly carried out, there 
will continue to be a great amount of oppression 
and injustice. : 

A thorough organization of this Department 
in the Lexington Sub-District of Kentucky is also 
necessary in many parts, to protect those truly 
loyal and humane citizens who would gladly do 
much to aid the freedman in his present trying * 
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situation, but are now intimidated by local preju- 
dices or the fear of personal injury. 
Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) P. BoneEsteED, 
Special Inspector for Kentucky and Tennessee. 
Lexington, March 5th, 1866. 


A true copy. H. 8. Brown, 
Capt. and Asst. Adj.-Gen. 








ANTI-SLAVERY MEETING AT 
SIERRA LEONE. 


On the evening of Friday, the 16th of Febru- 
ary ult.,a meeting of African gentlemen was 
held at the residence of L. B. Pratt, Esq., 
Gloucester Sireet, Free Town, Sierra Leone, 
for the purpose of considering an appeal 
from the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, for support from members of the 

rican race, and for submitting the claims 
of the Society to the people of Sierra 
Leone, There were Dagan at the meeting 
the Hon. John Ezzidio, and Messrs. Isaac 
Benjamin Pratt, William Lewis, sen., 
Joseph George Thompson, W. W. Osborne, 
W.B. Thomas, C. Taylor, T. W. Hughes, 
T. J. Sawyer, George P. Bull, James Mac- 
foy, John A. Sackey, M. C. Thompson, 
Thomas Bright, James B. Benjamin, Joseph 
Macfoy, I. M. Davis, Isaac John Lake, 
Thomas John Macaulay, and A. F. Bel- 
grave. 

W. Lewis, Esq., having been called to 
the chair, and Mr. Lake nominated to act 
as Secretary to the meeting, Mr. Lewis 
called upon him to state its object. 

Mr. Lake adverted to the labours of the 
Anti-Slavery Society on behalf of the African 
race, and dwelt particularly upon its more 
recent efforts in connection with theJamaica 


matter. He thought the Society had an 


undoubted claim upon the African race, 
which he considered had been rather late 
in giving the Society any aid, but trusted, 
now the opportunity offered, it would be 
taken advantage of, and the gratitude of 
the African people proved by a noble re- 
sponse. 
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The’ Chairman fully sustained the last 
speaker in his appeal, and expressed his 
belief, that if, in Sierra Leone, an occasion 
arose for the Society to interfere on behalf 
of the negro race, as it had done recently 
in Jamaica, it would do it immediately. 
Concluding his address by an eloquent 
appeal in behalf of the Society, he called 
upon the Hon, John Ezzidio to address the 
meeting. 

The hon. gentleman stated that he con- 
sidered that they in Sierra Leone had been 
wanting to themselves in not keeping up an 
intimate connection with the Anti-Slavery 
Society. He had tasted the wormwood of 
Slavery; had been passed from hand to 
hand, and from nation to nation; had been 
compelled to work day and night; and 
therefore was in a position to appreciate 
the blessings of liberty and to assert that 
the negro race lay under deep obligations 
to the Anti-Slavery Society ; and he trusted 
thatthere would be butone voice, one desire, 
one effort, one determination, to shew that 
they, the negroes, were grateful. The hon. 
speaker concluded by proposing the or- 
ganization of an Anti-Slavery Society in 
the colony, auxiliary to the parent Society. 
The proposition was seconded by Mr. J. B. 
Pratt, supported by Mr. T. J. Sawyer, and 
unanimously agreed to. 

An animated discussion then ensued on 
the mode of raising subscriptions and other 
detail. A general resolution was adopted, 
authorising the summoning of meetings 
from time to time, until the departure of 
the next mail, for the purpose of reporting 
progress; and the meeting separated, after 
votes of thanks to the gentlemen who had 
taken part in the proceedings. 


{In recording thus summarily the pro- 
ceedings of the above meeting, we cannot 
refrain from expressing our satisfaction 
and gratitude at the prompt response to 
our appeal. We shall look forward with 
much pleasure to communications from our 
friends on the coast.—Ep. A. 8. R.] 





DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 1866. 





Donations, Ann. Sub. 
Yea ae ay are 
Alexander, F. Esq., Ips- 


wich : ° « . 010 0 
Alexander, Mrs., ditto . 010 0 
Alexander, Sarah Ann, 

Reigate . «. .~ boa 
Alexander, M. B., Reigate er 
Allen, William, London « 3 3 0 





Donations. Ann. Sub. 
& sad & 8d. 
August Offerings, 1865: 


Brown’s Town and Beth- 
. any, Jamaica, per 

Rev, John Clarke . 2 2 6 010 6 
Mount Hermon, Ja- 

maica, per Rev. John 

Clarke . ° 


- 212 2 











—remmentenaemmmnseeene ay 




















May 1, 1866. } ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER, 137 


Donations. Ann. Sub. 
&ei.t46 2 & 


Smith’s Church, Deme- 

rara, per Rev. E. A. 

Wallbridge - 217 0 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, 

per Rev. James Reid. 110 0 
Raptist-Mission House, 

Grand Turk, per 

Rev. D.D. Kerr . 1 0 0 


Backhouse, Katherine, 
near Darlington . 
Backhouse, James, York 
Backhouse, Edward, Sun- 
derland ° é ] 
Baker, James, York ‘ 
Baker, George, Birming- 
ham. ‘ 
Baker, John E., ditto . 
Banbury Ladies" Associa- 
tion, per James Cadbury 5 0 0 
Bell, The Misses, Alton . 
Bewley, Samuel, Dablin . 
Boys, Jacob, Brighton . 
Brady, Hannah, York . 
Browne, Henry, Youghal . 
Brown, Potto, Houghton, 
Brown, Francis, Brighton, 
Bruce, John G. C., Bat- 
hurst, Gambia . ° 
Burchett, J. R. Esq., Lon- 
don . e ° ‘ 


neo o> eS 
eo eo So 
eco co o°0 


i 
me tO OTH oO 


10 


So — coococo 


to = 
bo 


Cadbury, James, Banbury 
Cadbury, ~~ Birming- 
ham ° P 
Cadbury, B. H., ditto ° 
Carpenter, Rev. R. L., 
Bristol. ‘ 
Cash, S. M., Peckham rere 
Cirencester Auxiliary, per 
Thomas Brewin . - 10 13 0 
Charleton, Elizabeth, Bris- 
tol ‘ 
Charleton, Rohert, ditto . ° 
Child, Miss Eliza, London 
Clarke, Rev. Henry, West- 
moreland, Jamaica . 3 0 @ 
Clarke, Rev. W. C., Mat- 
tock Bridge . ; 
Clarkson, Mrs., London . 
Cooke, George, "Liverpool . 
Cooke, John B., ditto 
Cole, Henry Thomas, Bat- 
hurst, Gambia 
Cropper, John, Liverpool - 
Culbert, John A., Nassau, 
New Providence ‘ 
Curtis, William, Alton . 


—) 


10 


10 
10 
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ous 
ooo 
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10 
10 


10 
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Darby, Mrs. L., Coalbrook 
Dale . 

Darby, Rebecca, Stanley 
Hall . ° . 

Davis, Joseph, Bristol. 

Dawson, Mrs., Exeter . 

Dickinson, Henry, Coal- 
brook Dale . ‘ e 1 


ome —_ 
cco-— — 
oS ooo f—] 
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Donations. Ann. Sub. 


GS a.m08 €-a € 
Dickinson, The Rev. ;,W. 


» King’s Lynn . : } 1 0 
Dillwyn, Sarah Ann, Bath 1 0 0 
Ecroyd, William, Lomes- 

haye . -10 0 0 
Epps, Dr. John, London . 1 0 0 


Evesham Ladies’ Anti- 

Slavery Society, per 

John Pumphrey . - 25 0 
Exeter, Collection at, per 

R. Hutchinson . » O11 0 


Falmouth Ladies’ Associa- 
tion, perrS.A. Fox . 
Ferguson, Robert, Carlisle 
Finden, Harry, Bathurst, 
River Gambia . 
Fisher, Abraham, Youghal 
Forster, Josiah, Totten- 


n= 


— 


ham . 
Forster, Robert, ditto 
Forster, William BE. a: 
M.P., Bradford 
Foster, Mary, Truro ‘ 
Fothergill, Miss Mary, 
Hensol Castle . ‘ 
Fox, Anna, Bristol . * 
Fox, Samuel, Tottenham 
Fox, Robert Were, Fal- 
mouth . ° ° 


ae) oo 
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or 
or 
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Glaisyer, John H., Hol- 

loway . ° 
Glyde, Mrs., Exeter . ° 
Glyde, Miss, ditto . ° 


Hack, Daniel P., Brighton 
Harris, Lydia, Peckham . 
Harris, Henry, Bradford . 
Harris, Alfred, ditto ‘ 
Harris, Sarah, ditto ‘ 
Helston Auxiliary, per W. 
C. Odgers 
Hicks, Charles, Stanstead 
Higgins, Michael Regun, 
Antigua . i . 0 
0 


to 

S 
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Holden, J. D., London - 010 0 
Holmes, William, Alton . 
Hubbert, Rachel, Brain- 

tree. ‘ im 
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= 
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=> 


Jones, The Rev. T., Black- 

heath . P . : 010 
Jones, Mrs., Baschuroh i 1 
Joseland, George Worces- 

ter 0 & 0 
Joseland, Richard, * Tor- 

quay .« . . . 0 10 


a) 


i 


Kenway, James, Neath . 010 
Kenway, L. B., ditto . 0 5 0 

Ketton, Rev. John, Hutton 0 10 
King, Samuel, Birming- nae 
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Lean, William S., London 010 
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rege i wer — y rere Ann. Sub. 
&. . . ° . ° . d. 
Letchworth, Thomas, As- Shanks, Rev. G. H., Lis- : ~ 
pley 1.1 0 burn, Treland . 010 0 
Liskeard Auziliary, per E. Silver, Miss, Woodbridge . 05 0 
Allen. 115 0] Snowden, Ann, ne 
Lury, Eliza, Bristol. ° 0 6 0 ham . 010 0 
Southampton subscri ptions, 
Marshall, Samuel, Kendal 010 0 r E. Palk . ° 116 0 
Marsh, John, Dorking 1 0 0 Southall, William, ditto . 10 0 
Maxwell, W. J. Esq., Smithson, George, ditto 20 0 
Lagos, West Africa 5 0 0 | Spence, Joseph, York 110 
Mason, Sarah, York 1 0 © | Stansfield, Mary, Brad- 
Miller, Joseph, White- ford . ° 0 5 0 
d haven . . A 010 0 | Stansfield, John, ditto 050 
f Moor, Rev. —, Bealings . 010 9 | Sterry, Joseph, Peckham. 22 0 
* Sterry, Deborah, Hertford 1 1 0 
g Nobbie, James A. Esq., Sterry, Henry, London . 6 6 0 
Nassau (N. P.) 010 0 | Steinthall,S. a Man- 
Norton, William, Wood- chester ° 
! bridge. 1 0 0| Sturge, Edmund, ’ Bir- 
Norris, William, ‘Coal- mingham . r 200 
brook Dale . ‘ 0 5 0/| Sturge, Charles, ditto 5 200 
Norris, William G. Ditto. 05 0 
a Tatham, Miss M. A., Leeds 10 0 | 
| no — en 1 0 | Poll, Miss L., Woodbridge 0 5 0 
1 Peek, Richard, Esq. ee Thompson, Silvanus, York 0 5 0 i 
air iy 1 1 9 | Thompson, John J. N., 
: Pollard, William, Hertford Me Oot mcg eh ae gg he 
H Priestmen, John, Esq. Thompson, Samuel, Ford- | 
} Bradford 1 0 0 | iDS>ridge i Sis 
| Proctor, James, "Esq., . — Aaron, Nassau, 
i : 10 0 
1 | mom Tuck, William, Bath». 010 0 : 
t Rees, Jonathan, Neath . 010 0 0 10 0 | Tuckett, Frederick, Faq» 
| Renton, Rev. Henry, London . ities? } 
{ Kelsc . 1 0 0 | Tuckett, Philip D., Esq. " 
Dy Richards, J. D., Bathurst, Frenchay i © 
i eg gli 010 © | weedy, Ann, Truro 10 0 | 
i ‘Richardson, Hénry, New- 
Pi wer ae - = ; Veale, ' Richard, St. 
c on, Henry, Yor Austell ° ° 010 0 
: Hobeen, ant, Hudders- a head oe James, ditto . ; 010 0 
| e : iner, Mary, Gloucester . 
( Rosling, Samuel, Reading 3 3 0 . gc saan an mm 
| Rowntree, William, Scar- Wai h , 
borough eet a | 
Rowntree, Sarah, York > 1 1 0 WwW on ae, le af : 0 5 0 
Rowntree, John S., ditto . 010 O| via 5 i . — | 
Rowntree, John, Scarboro 100 a. Knares- 010 0 
Russell, Henry, Dublin . 010 0 W ebster, Rev. G. E. ’ 
: : a rundisburgh ; 010 0 
i! Sey Te fe 1 0 o| Williams, Samuel, Nas- 
sau (N 010 0 
Sear, Haneah, + ig 10 ©) Wiliams, Dr. Caleb, York 110 
ssingham : 100 Wilson, James, ditto 1 00 | 
| Shepherd, Mark H., York 143 a 
Shewell,” Joseph, Col- Wippell, Mr., ditto. . 0 5 O ; 
| chester . 6 teh 010 0 
| Shewell, John Talwin, York area ” Ww. 
ee ee 1 0 0) Wood. 25 0 | 
| 
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